- =y 
v ; vs - . 
t _ £ "5 7. , 
+ & RE 4 ? L b 
2, #2.” ; | 
= - 
A = a yY 2 1 
- 
- : p Lo 
o 
t # -+ 
* 3 4 
I ; 
- 4» w "s 
W - 
> 


& -F 0 5» 
y e * *t - "Ia 
” = \ : 
. d x ; 
4 m « ' 
, 4 "IF > g P 4 : 3 fl 
3 iv x 
= - K. | 
- ', 


EW 
2 = 4 


S 


HS yo <2 "Is " wimmp 


a. . i 
eY So. ; FI 


of 6 IN 


: Tn "= 


2 


of 


£47002 


Le Ws 
SS 
. 


m— —_ — — — 


| 


| Abominations, may ſoon be diſcovered ; ber or hayi 
—_ anew dreſs, appears freſh colored, and well-] 


- toGod's people, Pſal.137. If they ſpeakthus , whilſt yer re- 


© of her Wine, and car of her Dainries, praiſe her Beaury as ſhe is 
now reformed, She hath (it ſeems) "I her face with more 
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To the precious Sons of Sion, . who minde the 
Work of their Generation ; and, to all che faich- 
ful and beloved Servants of God, [mall and greas. 


He fall of Babj/ozx being decreed in Heaven, and 
andrhe time ſaidio be neer 
hundred yeers 
21 Ui why ſhould it be chonght befide rhe work of of 

| ” this day, ro-ſcek her down-fall 2: and to cry 2- 
tne eee fagtal her cop Many, rene 
Man of - wes. fol 
rieual and civil, in theſe Nations ? Her main Pillars, the Arch (by Much 
biſhops,Bi ,Se. with her grand Supporrer,whereare they 2 ee 
Did nor the ſure word of Prophecy, againft Babylow, take hold- 
of them >? ſince choſe Pillars have beenremoved, hath nor that 

building been as falling Honſe, our of which many 

of God's people have hafied forth ? cheLord going 
before chem by many wonderful, ſignal providences,. opening 2 
wide door unco them, If the Remnant of old, who bind Z 
am 9a chief joy, (which holds forch a true 

Sjons lovers) were (o bold in her behalfgco tell the. Daughter 


of Babylon to her face, Thom art to be deftrojed ; calling chem 
who ſhould be the Inſtruments to ;—__ 5 


[ þ 
z 


ves, ler it not ſeem (icange,. if we, who are. in {o 
geac delivered, do inthe ſame Spirir of Faith, declare - 
openly che approaching fall of che Daughrer of myſtical Baby- 
bn : which (chat we may nor ſhoot at Ravess) Ihave in the en- 
ſuing Q#eres, labored to diſcover,. the Mother and her Daneh- 
ter, the Mark ar which thoſe Arrows: are ſhot : The Mother 
being more notorious for her bloody Perſecurions , and filthy - 


tking, an 
her Lovers among great,if nor good men, They who drink 
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manded (char) painted Jezebe/ro be thrown down. Wirh thy 
Jezebel,cthe Daughter of Baby/o#hnien formerly of great norefdr 

(c)Thewiſdom ZEal and piety, (preferring peace before puricy c) become con. 

har is from a- federate ro oppoſe. athorgw Reformation, who ſeem well con. 

© bove prefers rent with the 0'd Garment, ſome new pieces pur to It, which 


© puricy >efore (45 our Saviour aith) ther che rent worſe ; th y catinot bear tg 
R _ havethe Az latdat che Rooc, * How do many in our dayes,like 

pure, then Herod, heat good men gladly, tilttheir lufts and wills becrolt? 
peaceable: the their heatfs$ cleave to ſcm3wotidly intereſt, which(beitg as che 
.  wildolh from right eye) chey will yor pare with, Su:h can rake Lawand Co- 
's ya _—__ venant in'tHeir Mouth, pray and preach well, with much excel. 
| ©ppoſing ruth lency of Speech z butt their Spirits may be diſcerned by this one 
# uader a pre. thing, They like not to reform, or to be reformed, with a tho- 
F rm ——_ row Reformation, which is the onely right R-formarion accox- 
* + Ana Sri _ ding to the Word'of God ; to which out 5otemn Covenant 
Þ that _ wif bindes ns,as alſo(with ſubordination chereur! 0)ro the example 
-. dom, are ac- of the beſt reformed Churches; which are ſuch a::douhbredly, a 
' _ not ttand at greateſt diſtance from Antichrifiian p11 'ntions; Ts the 
=o Be. Religion of this N:tion ſo reforme4 ? if not, why do they not 

P:ophe, ©/:jah preſs forward ? Nay,do not many (:t down & rake n+ their reſt 

IK/7z.18.17, as if they had attained,and 2 if the work were perfeeo?Hath 

myſtical Babylon been raſed ro the Fonndarinn thereof ? if yot, 

oughc nor that Remnant of G14* p=1ple, wo retain their bf 

real againſt Babylon, to proceed to pray ar. ant her, as the Rem- 

{4)1s itnorthe Part of the Faithful of old , a22init the Children of Edoms (d?) 

duty of God's Pſal.1 37-7. Remember, O L174, the Children of Edomy 1 the da 

ele& to cry gf Teruſalens ; who ſaid , Raſe it,raſe it, even tothe foundatin 


for Vengeance 


up by godly men of like paſſions wich uz, to be the fruir of their 
5s pr 47 lh ra} neeriſhobls. If here were needffor further Apole- 
and 8 ycrſcs, gy for this work, and for the Saiprs 2e2'ous praying and decli- 
rig acainſt Babrb1 in a rizhr Spirir, ſofficient miche he offered 
(nor only to j Mifie the praQiſe , but alſo ro invite thereunto) 
from this one confideration,that the glory of God,and the com- 


ptures lar:ely ſhew, O!) what joyful Hallelvjahs ſhall be ſutg 


day and night jp." of. Let us take heed of concluding tuch Prayers, though put F 


forr of his people are ſo highly concerned in her fall.as the Seri» Þ © 


F = 


by the Saints , whenthey ſhall ſee rhe jadgemenes of Godon F 
the great Whore which corruptedthe Earth , Rev.19.1,2, Ge, , 


-rhoſe-Qneres to the Quaker: (erves for the diſcovery of Satan, = 


" abominations,& lay a ſnarefor him that reproverh inthe gare(f;) (/) 1#4.% | 
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If ITE FR ſee vocbow this mater concerns the g!ory 
God, 4s ic wht. becauſeahey tady'topromote leon in- 
mote'then his? havethey no becter infighr into the things 
that Make for cheir own glory ? it is the joy of my heact,in che 
midjt of many cauſes of grief, thas God will form, yea, he is 
forming.a people for humſelf, which ſhall ſhew forth bis. 
praiſe (e.) The naked fingle defign of che people of this new- (e) 
Creaciongſhall bezchat the Lord,the Lord alone,way be exalted: _ 
which (if the Author know his heart) is the one thing aimedar 32!) be 
in ſpending choſe Arrows upon Beb/on, asalſoin thoſe endea- praice the 
vours tor Reformation in Apparel, wherein oppoſition is made Locdgh 
inſt one (not the leaſt) of her evils, + Thatrwhich is added in 13-1/4.454 


transſorming himfelf ivto an Angel of Light, It is no new thing 
for ſcornful men co fer light by plain Teltimonies againſt rheir 


making a man an offender for 2 word: if ſuch ſhall conneme vile 3+ 
for this work, I ſhall not think it firange. If the Lord ſhall make 
it appear that the lea(t of the ponr of his flck receive light,and 
reap b:nzfit hereby, and give the glory to him ; I ſhall rejoyce 
therein.” Alihcugh my ervice co Chrift in chic, or any thing T 
can do, be but {mal} , I am comforred in believing that there 
(hall a crime come, and thar n*s ncr far off, when God ſhall] re- 
ward his Servanrs,nct onely the grear, bur the ſmall ( 7.) The /, 1x, 122 
bigh eſtcem I have of che prayers of the Saints, rogether wich a | 
deep ſenſe of my need of freſh ſupplies of Grace, pur me upon 
this buambleſun to you, whoate the Seed of Jacob; that afcer 
your ſupplications co the Lord for all Saints , he may obcain 2 
ſpecial remembrance,who is unworthy ro be accounted 

The leaſt of thoſe who follow the Lamb, 

| J.P, 


I O— — 


A Wordof Exhortationto the people of God in Babylon. 


I Beſeech you in the bowels of Chriſt, conſider, that like as it was a 
-fngular att of God *s grace to warn Lot to come ont of Sodom, 
when fire and brinſtone was ready to come down that City ; (o 
vs it now no leſs, but rather a more eminent att of srichGrace, to 
warn and wore you to come out of Babylon, lovingly engaging yu 


therennto, 


wer cy to 
Mlagmer belonging 10 VADY104 
pr op yg. hath ba owely given you timely 
ws bus great $ 10 Jouhy 1 19704 
pan-angy the Deoree bring forth, but in this alſo , the be hab 
afford many belys in bis. Herd for the diſcovery of 
Sobelcn mbichmab enmch Gonmteomiflommniens 
ch fueled tobe what 
moſt Light which the Lord 
it 10 You 4s your 


PR 


. 
1 
things backid with Scriptwres, to your conſideration ; wheres = 4 
tation” hath been ſweet to me, the Lord makg.the reading ſo to 
you, And whereas God doth and: will by men as Inſtruments call to 
lus People to come out of Babylon, before her utter deftrultion,which * 
is not fay off ; as the day, which bath already dawned, comes on pon 
us, we may expett cleerer light,and better helps, In the mean tinge, 
Te ve 9 Pemtndts 44 you have ; and the. Lord command 
bz: bleſſing, that his name mg hav# "glory. So Prays 


The: LORD '*%. un+. 
Servant . 
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Certain Qures ſerving to a cleer Diſcovery 
' attix MYSTERY of INI QNITY. 


i Roa: fla 


Iſraels going into Egypt , their bonds 
there, and their deliverance, were not all oypicnl 
to fer forth che face of the Church and people of - 
God nnder the New Teſtament ? 
Aad whether this hath-aot been by che Tongues and Pens of all 
arties of the godly in England , who have publickly contended 
£.- Reformation in Religion , of late yeers generally confeſſed and 
aſſerted ? 
2, Whether the Church of Remve, and principally the head of that 
. her Ecclefiaft cal powers, the Pope, with his Cardioals, Arch- 
Biſhops, Biſhops &s. be not that AdyPizal Babylon the Great, 
the- Mother of Harlots , deſcribed in Reve 17. who is aid £0 
the whore fitting nwpon many waters,committing fornication wit 


Jack, tice Hoving is ber band  goldew duh. 
Ref animarions, 6: draakew wh the Blend of Sotets cnt 
Marryreof fe ChataRers,with others there 


dy W6te wi 
» theh wis 


AGfieal Babylon | the ds m2 2 
"Ie ure ER CRIIER IL [page | 
type 4 Gaxdh 


d, dill: cmodchar Chula, which ics So 
yowed and niaincaiged; by 2k 
of this Land in Queen Aſarity LEPC 
that ſome new pieces only have been put co. thar ol Garment ,..chac 
old Church-Rtace, whilR ficlt the ſame, 8 fince the like people withour 
_—_— + -of cs of Conyerhion 4 with their Baptiſm and 
, are fill retained 2 And whecher the afore- 
faid tor proon loa in the Quere deſcribing the Mother of Har- 
lots, the Church of. Rowe aad her Miniſtery, donor ig like manner, 
in their meaſure, appear _ her Daughter, the Natiodal'Church of 
England and her Miniſtery ? 
If fo, then, 
4+ Whether it is not the duty of all God's pzople in this National 
Church, and in the Parochiai(prerznded) Churches,co ſeparate from 
that falſe Cturch-fate , and their profefſed Churchewarſhip in all 
the exerciſes thereof ; ropether with their Church-Miniftery, as they 
fand and at on the account of Offi-e ia chat falſe CL And 
whethet the commands of God to his prope e :0ccm? out of Bgby- 
7 len, Rev.1 8.4. To fie out of the mict of her, Fere51- 5: Jo0ouy 
+. oh, ag FHERCH, £NG touch no unclean thing (g) 1/a.52.11. b: not a 
Nble ar the cient Sctipture-warrant for their ſo doing ? And whether God's peo- 
readand = negleQing to come gut of Babylon do not thereby do great dil-. 
Ap che cauſe : of Chriſt Mato Agtichiift and expoſe them{tlyss 
10 this thing, tothe danger of recejviog cf h her 
by pur her fics? Rev.1 $8.4. 
range and wooderful providences of God ig che 
lace Wars in England Ireland and Scotland, bave ey, nat ig theic 
courſes | oe one le a& ogly) agreed with his wordto = 


in this 


br” _ ay fo his Saints to ca ou; of "Finop. 
i Quz- 14, Wl Lord emigeatly appeared gaiolt King, OT 
— nt. 57 ofa whorreful ful tals God's Hegel 7 get Frm 
erm bard bondage of a SR Fe h Gs 
diſcern fhip ? And did nor God(who pur yas If 
fol the 'to bak Tg ) Yer ha Sk 


bearss.of our! 


: Exy4 1.4;) puticallo ic 5 A t 
&r Ad, | ?; ES 
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| a ask our Fathers, can they bewris ?-ourkiders;: eanrthey 


| and :ff. tions of very many of his people , who being dead to meas Nehemiah, 


flows 


| peopleintheirP 
” ficians 


the 
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tell us (; Ler ſuch a 


of fc a deliverance-wrought our with: ſb! high = hadd for God's have loft their 
people in this Iſland ? Soo ago cold [oi a WB 200k Go "Y 
6, Whether if we look at inward Imprefſions-0n- the hearts of gainſt 2aij/en, 
God's praying people, eng word. amd... whence }| 
' CITES | cheyace lien 

2nd the ſeaſon thereuato belonging ); may we not ned A a Gs " 


hearrs of Saints have. during the late wars, been flirred. up 0.8 great (7), | 
zeal againft che Whore of Babylon (i?) Hath nor God caft chat haweelh, col 
falſe Church-ftare and worſhip, root and branch out of the hearts he qayes of * 


tradicions, minde a-pure way of wo:ſhip, cleerly diſcovering co them Neb. 4.6. _ 
A taakdatabd ceruptns eftberedyut them to (!) Such, 60 
againſt ic, and forfake ir, chough tothe hazard of their credir and Gy11.en of 
profit, ſuffering great oppoſition on that account, from their neer rel3- ;4,g.7 rhe | 
tions ? Haye not few yeers brought out of that way many thouſands bond-womany, 
in this Land, who have turned their back to Babylongwirh their faces the. $a/ab the) 
towards Siow (k,) enquiring the way chitherwaed?* Andof thoſe 7 Coe BY 
who remain behinde , are not many held back by wotidlyincereſts, (;, "$11ed wit 
acd ſlaviſh fear of man (/?) The more ingenuous of cheas binſhto prejudice 4- /* 
afficmz(bciog driven tot io defence of cheir aying chere) chat their gainſt ſepara» ® 
—_—_— are true Churches cicher in relpet of muccer or fo:m, Gon, Are "0 
yer ſome there »re,who are (o affrighted with fear of error, tharchey 1,111" o Fr Daw 
ace noc free to enquire after the Fruch in-this thing (=. ) not ſuch ſrealif 
7- Whether the zealous and cedi us labours of the Parliament an4 and chink ey 
, for reformiag of the National Church D.ſcipline , hath nor of «be chings | 
like the waſhing of a Blackmoor,and anſwer or to that ſage ©) $299 202 
world bave healed Babylon, but ſhe is wot braled ? Whac (). po 
ey et wa wr des.cr ber: Are no: the have no need 
ariſh-Coogregations 0 19corrigible, that their Phy. of this Ocdi- 
deſpaic of che cure ? iffiead of curing oif che corrape pare Ba0ce} or be 
have they nor even rezefted (for ſome yeers) that Q:d:nance of Ex. —_— x 
communication(#, which ſerves to keep true Church pure ? If one cnough 
wicked perſon be caft'our with his wickedacts; left «. lixcle ry cheix « 


many ſuch as" 


are publicly 


parochial Churches, withou Ends 

tan SF 

k lk cane why they ould blame thoſe, wh leave ſuc 3 company of corrupt meg ns 
with 


Arrows ageinft Baby lc 
. and « hold of every foul Spirit , then a true viſible Church of 
the rude rabble from 


hypecrificl - asif they firained ac a Gaat , yer in this thing cafily ſwallow down 
er a - in that they take no no in any way of practiſe, of fo 
greac aa Ordinance, which being duely praiſed by a true 
Church , rends to the deſtruftion of rhe fleſh, and the faving of 
the Soul in the Diy cf che Lord, 1 Cor. 5. 8. It men take not 
to themſelves the ſhame of theſe their abominations in the mat» 
| Donor foun ter of worſhip (q )| what Grounds have they, or their follows 
| ren gs to believe, That God will ſhew them the patcera of his 
hey were v1. Houſe, the goings out, and comings in thereof ? &-8, Ezck, 
ling to flide 43.11- | 
| out ofthcirold . And if theſe things be (o, 
waynor fairly $8, Whether then the Saints and Servants of God ought not to 
coking _ declare the National Church of England, ( viz.the Nation pre» 
© x0 obs. rending to be a Church ) to be indeed oo Church of Chriſt, bara 
} the ſhame of Daughter of Babylon ? And is it got their duty to diſcover her abo- 
& their abomi- mination, in ſuch Language (in ſpeaking of Bebylow, cither the 
Lf. +, as MIxber or ber Daughter ) as the Spirit of God makes uſe of (F,) 
U k again and commends to us in the holy Scriptnres > Doth not that com» 
| lon, rake mand to God's people, to reward her as ſhe hath rewarded them, 
# heed rhar they extend to a full reward, both in words and deeds? And if through 
$ doitina right Qatteries of men, laviſh fear, or fooliſh pity, Gods Archers (his Mi» 
| - > —_ s. aifters) withhold co ſhoot ſuch Arrows againkt Babylon in preaching 
5 0700506 princing-as God hath pur into their Quiver for chat purpoſe,may 
they not be juſily rebuked for it ? 

9. Whether a bare forſaking of the National Church and a verbal 
declariag againſt it, be a ſufficient witneſs-bearing for Chriſt, againſt 
(s) Shall nor Antichriſt, in che matter of worſhip ? or whether. beſides all chis, are 
lf} che ſteps ot the tot Ged's people called by a bold profeſſion, and vitible pra iſe (s) 
{ poor tread of the Ordinances of Chrift, according to the Goſpel parrera, ro hold 
K downthe lofty forth a true Baptiſm and Church-worſhip , and hs. a contrary 
; " 


City, 1/4.26.6, iſe,co bear their Tefti in the irength of Spirit and 
pry ar Fruch againſt thac falſe way ? Aad in ſo doing, though the work of 
walk by the Sions building, may appear now in its begianinggas ncthingyin come 
>» pg pariſon of that glorious pactern is the Apoltles dayes . is there nos 


_ withreſpeRto the greater number) rather a Cage of utclead birds, 


a ſpiritual Houſe _ mp lively Stones ? Some indeed exclude 
ing ia the Supper , which is but one aR 

of Church-worſhip; but, Do nor many profeſſiag to be Miniſters of 

(+) O horrible "heir Churches, who make large ſhew of zeal for Ordinaaces ( p,) 


ground * 
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{rrow!t 2gainf} Babylon. 
id to believe God will youchſafe his preſence amd help to his 
people in the work according to bis gaod word Þ-Hagges 2:13:22, 
And when the Saints come out of B ab3low , ought they ace chen to» 
call upon one another to flow to Sew, and there rodeclare the work 
of the Lord ? Fer. 51.6, 9,10, And if this betbe feafon for the 
former duty, why not for the later ? and having with. and amongtt 
them,the Word and Spiric, according to chat fable Covenant to bt- 
lievers in all Generations, {/a.59.2 1, what hinders'but they ſhould Neb.z,18, 
riſe and build ? 
10, Whether many zealous Miniſters and people in the Parifh- 
way» by reaſon of their ignorance of the times and ſeaſons , and the 
great work of God at this day to bring his people our of myttical 
Babylon ; may they not be in danger - oC O——_— and 
kicking agai = Loy a did many Jews, who _ 
zealous of the worſhip , aot knowing or conſidering 
the time of Reformation from Jewiſh rudiments, was come ? And 59.10. 
do not many now, as they then, little conſider Gods call to his peo» 
ple to reform thorowly from all Ancichriſtian pollurioas , and to 
touch no unclean thing, in this day of the Lord's controverhie for Si+ 
ow? And may we not fee, as then, ſo now , the things which God 
winked ar in _ > __— he will not wink at, but witneſs a+ 
ainft in times of light ? is there not a yer t ſecuricy u 
Cabs profeſſors , and darkneſs upon their —_—_ thac ks - 
faading all the figns of the times (c, ) and all the late wonderful (1) Cannegst 
works of God , they are aor awakened todiſcern and dothe ſpecial 4:{zw7n the 
duties, which God by his firange diſpenſation calls themto 2 And 6gns of the 
- it act _ pparents _— who _ inſtru others in the duty times? Mat.1643 
the day (#) do diſcourage them from eoquiring into ſuch things, (x)l; - 
elling chem of che danger of miſtakes , and” the great diffiulty of ny. the wie 
out Truth, referring them in many things to the foottteps 5:eward ro giv 
of the fecha vimus of Popiſh darkneſs? Bur is ic nor high time 36519: of 
's people to go a ſtep beyond ſuch Watch-men , enquiring —_ 
afier Chriſt in che furtherdilcovery of Tiurh? And feeing God futable ro che 
hath choſen 1h#-woak ani fool things of the world to cone caſon.Luk.12, 
found the wiſe , ought ar Sr fy to ſearch into the Book of4*» 
Revelacion, ſeeking ichful ſervent-Prayer, for his promiſed 
Spirit to lead them into all Truth? the words of Davie, 
Thes through thy yreceyts haſt made me- wiſer then mine exe- 
_ = wore wnder landing then all my teachers, 'Plal, 


B 2 11, Whes 


5 Arrows again$t Babylon. ""—_I\ 
11. Whether the Pariſh-M:iſtery in their Aanding and aRting, 
as ſuch; are not found takiog part with Babylow, and warring a- 
| come a true yifible Churches of Chriſt, and all others who with. 
raw from , and witneſs againft the common polluted way of wor- 
ſhip? Andif ſo, Whether thoſe who are enlightned , may war. 
rantably upoa the: account of the Gifts and Godlineſs of ſuch 
Teachers, follow after them , fo as to haye fellowſhip with them in 
their broad Church-way ? And is it not co make idols of them, 
and prefer them before Cbrift, and ſet them above him, if they chuſe 
rather to follow after ſuch Miaiſters in that way which hath no word 
of God for it, then tofollow Chrilt in that deſpiſed way of worſhip, 
which hath che fuce word of Scripture for its warrant ? If Peter 
that eminent Preacher might be , and was fo far captivated 
the Tempter, 2s to oppole by rebuking Jeſus Chrift himſelf , whey 

(w) Mark how he ſpake of his ſuffering death (w,) Aſar.1 6,31,32,23. And again 

Satan makes denied him ſhamefully when he came to ſuffer , with curſing and 

uſe of eminenc oaths, ſaying he never knew the man : and after all chis, at another 

Inſtruments time the ſame Peter, who was fo famons an inftrument in God's 

anna Fu hand for converting fo many ſouls, even ke becomes a miſleader in a 

wicked defgns way of diffiwulation, Gal.2.11,12,13,14. (x) fo that Barxs- 

(z)|fſomewho b@& an eminent Miniſier of Chriſt, and divers others, were carried a» 

ſee ſuch di yay with his diffimulation, If ſoit were with Petey , is there not 

CR ound” enough for the good people in that way to fear , that cheir 

ſ-mble , Thar Minifters, eveathe choiceſt of them,may befallen into temptation, to 

they are to be be prejudic'd againſt the work of a thorow-Reformation , ſeei 

blamed , they their preferments, livings, and honours ſeem to be ftruck at ; and (0 

do bur as Pau! yeing offeaded,labour to draw in others to be one with thern.in their 

CO offence and oppofition 2guinkt the Saints in their preſent warfare for 

fauk,Gd.:.14 Chriſt againſt Antichriſt ? 

I3. her the greater number of people in the Pariſh-Afﬀem- 
blies, are not in danger of eternal Damnation , through their high 
preſumption that they are in Chriſt , and ia a good eftate ? And 
whether have not Englands Church-Miniftery much to anſwer 
for , who have begotten: and. cheriſhed rhis coafidence in them, 

declaring them in their old. Catechiſm , 7's be regenerate in 

their Baytiſm , made Members of Chriits, and Inberitore of 

the Kingdew of Heaven? It this be true, and no lye which 

they have e z . who thus exalted. them uato Heayen, 

may they not boldly conclude, That their- Souls -are in a: fafe 

condition ? Bur it may now be ſaid, They haye laid by _— 


ow! agdinſt Babylon. 

chiſm » and now t each to them a neceſſicy of Regeneration. 
Burt ſecing they abr 4 mr up from their infancy in this belief, 

ich they have by heart, as we fay , that they were r te in 
þ Baptiſm long ſince ; is ir probable that the old evil ſent, which 
hath remained in the veſſel for ſo many yeers , will be removed by 
telling them now and then , they muſt be born again ? although 
many declare this to them in the Pulpic , and ſo wound thema lirtle 
for the preſent time , yerdo they not quickly heal them again at the 
' Font or Baſon , accepting them there tor Believers, by adminiſtring 
ro the Children of all or moſt of them , that which they declare 
to be the priviledge of the Children of godly believing Parents (y ?) 
Doth not this eably help them to conclude , That whatſoever they 
lay in preaching, their Miniſters by their praQiſe declare them to be 
Believers ? And have their Miniſters, notwithſtanding ſo much talk 
of Reformation, at any time, plainly , ſolemnly, and openly 
declared their Repenrance for this their £n , or the fin of chsir Pre- 
decefſors in this thing » whereby they have deluded chouſands of 
Souls ? Have they declared it fo, that the common _ might run 
and read their meaning ? ſhould not the plaiſter be made as broad as 
the ſoar? | 

If fo, then, 

13. Would it not bea praiſe-worthy-deed , and that which 
would much tend to free the preſent Pariſh-Miniſtery from being 
ouilty of the Blood of their people , for them to confeſs openly, 
the great fig of their Predeceffors, and their fin , ſo far as they haye 
partaken with them , ia declaring the people to be born again in 
Baptiſm , and made Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heayen, diſco» 
yering the danger of this horrid delufion , giving them plainly to- 
underftand, that they, the generality amerg them, who ſay they are 
Chriſtians, are not ſuch , but are of the world , as appears by their 
batred of choſe whom God hath choſen out'of the World > And 
ſhould they not do well co inform the godly among them , that 

are ina viſible orderly Church-(tate , provoking them to 

ariſe and meaſure the pattern, and ſending them forth by che 
footfieps of the flocks in the primitive times ? and would it noe well 
become them, having thus —_ their Teftimony in word againſt 
the aforeſaid evil, to confirm the ſame in their praQtiſe, with a plain 
denial to adminiſter any Ordinance of Chrift to the common mul. 
eitude, more then fuch as are for converſion , which belong to Hea« 
then and Publicaas , cill they ſee them bring forth fruits meer for 
Repencance 


(3) 1s nor 
ro juſtifie 
wicked?rhea 
vil conde 

Prov. 


Luke E, 44;. 


#4 4g 01mst Bb »yion 
| Repeatatice, whereby a man way probably know, and warrantabl 
>d and bad judge them to be _— un che moſt holy Faith of 
muſt be  Chnft > And for their preſent profeſſion taught chem by the cradition 
Luk.6.44, of Fachers (z,) and by the cultomes and precepts of mengnot by the 
The pariſh- mighty power of God through the Word, what ſolid fatisfaCtion 
are 2 can it adminifter, whereon to ground a probable judgement thar 
peo MANS they arc in Faich 3 conſidering, That in this Land , there is now no 
perſecution as in the Apoſtles dayes , buron the contrary , many 
AJ worldly advantages attending the common profeſſion of Chriſt? And 
except ſome ſuch efteRual courſe be taken , as is before commended 
in this Qwere , can the Miniſters of ſuch a people, by all their fair 
glofles and ſubcil arguings, acquic themſelves from the Blood of 
Souls? Is itaor their duty to take up the Rtumbling-blocks our of the 
way of cher Are not many thouſands of poor ignorant{Souls, 
looking at things as theſe , their ſuppoſed chriftning and 
Rate, together with-cheir dead Faith, hindred from rece:ying 
Chriſt, and ſtrongly armed againſt the fight and ſenſe of a loft eftace, 
to their eternal —_— Shall God make —_—_ for the Blood 
of mens bodies ? and fhall he not one day iaquifition for the 
blcod of Souls, and require it of thoſe who haye holpen them to,and 
ſreogrhened them in ſuch deluſions ? 
And if fo , 

14. Whether the Miniflery and people in ſome Congregations 
ſeparated from the Pariſh-way, may not do well to confider, whe. 
cnn be not found acceſſary to the aforeſaid greattranſgrefſion 
of the Parochial Miiltery , in juſtifying che ſpriokling of ungodly 
Woz ro Prophane and popiſh Parencs Children , as a ſufficienc obedience to 
that cal Chrifſts command of Baptiſm, doQtirally diſcharging from the ob. 
good.1/a.s ligation of that command the conſciences of ſuch of ther Members ag 
$-212.15.6. have noother yifible Baptiſm? Is no: this tocall eyil, good (.«,) 
i it that old will-worſhip , ſervice to Chriſt ; and by mans tradition, to make a 
bi 6 246d command of God of noneeffcR (b 7) Do they nor by ſuch an ap. 
am valet, probation of what is done in this matter , though themſelves refuſe 
Juſti6 ſuch to ſprigkle ſuch Children , yer Rrepgthen the hands of thoſe who 
unlawful go? And whether this be not more then a touching , even the re- 
like 2, aining 20 unclean thing, forbidden to thoſe who come our of Baby. 

, command requiring to deſtroy her utterly , Let nothing of 


aft of low, gre 
orſhip ber be left, Jer.50.2 5, Whilft chis unlawtul ſprinkling of the Seed 
n it is of the ungodly is thus thus fer up, may it nor fand is the way, as an 
ne A obltruftion to the Gght and acknowledgement of the Truth , con- 


cerning 


. | ows "4 »jt Za 6 lon. 
cerhing the true viſible Baptiſm ? And whether all their arguieg to 
prove that ſprinkling before ſpoken of ( which themſelves ſay hath 
not warrant for it) to be ſufficient obedience ro the command (e;) be /;) Can ir 
not that which will be found wood, hay, and flubble , when every trus Bapri 
mans work ſhall be tried by fire? . * according © 
x 5. Whether the cowarrancable mixture of Legal and Goſpel- [3/e/"irour 
wor(hip and worſhippers , accounting this Nation a Church after £5. * 
the likeneſs of the Jewiſh Nation , not by Regeneration , but 
fleſhly Generation (d,) gachering together into a pretended Church- (1) ancichrit 
body , the vifibly god! and the ungodly, wicthal, promoting again device rofor 
Tyches, Offerings, coo Places, Altars, with many other ſuch 2 tallcChure 
like Jewiſh Ceremoaies, which were typical. and to ceaſe in Goſpel- 
days(e;)che joyning with all theſe a (hew of che Ordinance of break- (ec) The Pric: 
ing Bread, and Baptiſm ? Whether ( I fay ) may not ſuch a mix: _ being 
worſhip,and the worſhippers,be fitly termed Babyl/ow,or confuſion ? —— 
And whether to eſtabliſh ſuch a worſhip, be or to deny ia a My* [.qgicy a chany 
fiery , ( as doth Antichriſt, Chrifts profefſed Friend) That allo of theLe 
Chriſt che ſubſtance of the legal ſhadows, is come ia the flefh ? And Heb.7.12, 
whether the pretended reformed Church of Exgland cecaining the 3.79*-4-3- Se 
old Romiſh Church-ftatez and confuſed mixtures , maintaining the V*** 3+ 
fame things in ſubſtance with them , may not fitly be compared to 
Jezebel with her painted face. a painced Fez,ebe/? 
16, Whether the Myſtery of Iniquity,wbich wrought in Pans 
time, were not the ſame which gow works in the Church of Renee, 
and her Daughter-Churches ? Did it not then work mainlyto briag 
the Saints back under the bondage of Aoſen. his killing DoQtine, 
and his Rudiments and ſhadows ? And whether the Apoltle, 2s a 
faichful Witnels and Watchman, did not bend his DoQtrines and 
Diſcourſes ia his Epiſtles , eſpecially ro the Rewaws Corinthians, 
and Galatians, againft this way of confounding the Grace of God 
with mans-work in Juſtification, and confounding Aoſes his ok4 
Laws, with Chrifts New Teftamear- Ordinances ? The f:me My+ 
fery being at work gow, not onely in Rowe , but io this National 
Church , is ic not tha duty of Gods fairhful, Minifters and Warchs 
men to war againſt ir, by preaching. 2nd diſcourſe , with the ſharp 
Sword of Chrift's VVord, warning G59 's people to beware 
maay things more groſs, puts on a newdrets ,, and works moſt of rw. _ 
myſteriouſly , ſo that the VVork-men ſay, Who ferrb aw? Is. 2:9. now ſpun with 
15. (f). © welt 
1 
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Arrows againſt Babylon. 
*F 17, Whether the Myſtery of Iniquity that now works, be fot 
founded upon the will of man, confederate with Satan? and is it not 
promoted and upheld by humane and Serpentine wiſdom , with 
worldly power and policy , oppoſing and counter-working the Go- 


ſpel-grace of God, and Spiric of Chrift , exalting the creature aboye 
the 


reator ? and whether the abectors and promoters of this My- 
ſery may not be diſcoyered and diſcerned in our, dayes, by their pri- 
Zing men much more for their natural and acquired parts and abili- 
ties, chen for anoynting 3 looking more at a mans learning and pru- 
dence.chen at the teachings of the Spirit, miading excellency of (peech 
more then the power of godlineſs, ſeeking more after their own ho- 
nour from men, then to bring honour and glory to God ? 

If ſo, then, 

1 8, May we not well expeRt that God who hath laid by ſo many 
Inftrumenty, whole deſign is to exalt his own Grace, his Son, and 
Spiric, will chuſe and uſe molt unlikely inſtruments in mens account, 
a$ the weak and fooliſh , in reſpeR of worldly wiſdom , ey-n the 
y brethren, even as David among the Sons of eſſe, ſpiricing 
them through Faich and Prayer, to bring to paſs thoſe things which 
by humane power and policy could not be effefted ? VVhether 
then are not many ( and ſome good men) like co be deceived, who 
look as did Samuel onEliab,on ſome wile,expert prudent mean to be 


the onlyſprime iaftruments of God's great and ftraoge work, which 
will got be done by power or might » bur by che Spiric of God ? 
Zach 4.6. 


19. VVhether the Faich and Prayers of Gods people were not 
once as the Chariot-wheels to the great work of God in this Nation? 
bur now of late,fince our enemies have been ſubdued, have noc many 
good men flacked cheir hands to thoſe duties , and by looking and 
leaning to mans wiſdom, power, and policy, turned afide to crooked 
wayts, and ſo haye loſt che footſteps of the Lord in his work ? and 
whether can they come to a cleer fight of them again , except they 
humble chemſclyes, and return to a diligent execciſe of Faich and 
Prayer? and if chey will not be otherwiſe provoked thereunto, may 
it not be juit for God to reduce them unto ſore ſtraits , that ſo they 
learn to frek him early ? Heſ. 5.15, 

20. VVhether the continuance of divers goJly men in Babylon, 
and partaking with her. be aot'one great occalion of (tumbliag ma- 


' - ny weak Chriltians , with ſome ocher enquirers after Truth ? and 
-ought not ſuch, then in the fear of God , to conſider and examine 


their 
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al | Arrows againſt Babylon. 
their Randing, 2nd to lay to hezrt "ow great ſervicerhey doto Anti- 
chriſt, and diſſervice ro Chrift, and his cauſe ? and doth not the de» 
ceiver ſuck no ſmall advantage from godly mea (ecviog his deſign, 
which puts a fair face thereon,though they do it ignorantly or incon- 
fderately ? May we not obſerye, that fince godlinels is in ſoms re-. 

ueſt, Saran purs on ſuch a dreſs 2s may moſt rake with the godly to 
frendrwoas' and if theſe ſhould fl:e our of Babylon , would ſhe 
not ſoon appear to all good men to be what ſhe is , and the judge- 
ments of God wou!d they not come ſuddenly upon her , as did the 
fire and brimſtone upon Sodom the day that Lot cams out ? Whe- 
ther chat which binders many from coming ouc, be not a flaviſh fear 
of man, and the flattery, and friendſhip of this World ?. V Vherher 
ſuch onely will not bs found fat co follow the Lamb , even witherſo» , «4 
eyer he goeth , who firſt fir down and count' che colt , and ſobuild , A r4-4-Lats . 
the Tower of their profeſſion upon Gods Grace alone, as held out ia . 
his Covenant, truſting him with all their conceraments ? If chey only -- 
are ſaid ro oyercome , who loyed not the: lives unto the death ,, as 
Rev.1 2.1 1.What becomes of all the other profeſſors,the fearful and 
unbelieving ? &e? If Gods Servants ſhall abide there , notwich» 
Randing al! the warnings they have had , and all God's patience to- 
wards them z may he not jultly fliy them with the wicked , though 
he ſave their ſouls at the laſt (g ?) (x)Remembe? I. 

21, Whether the Antichtiſtian Miaiftery in the Nations , which * hand af | 
derive their Church-ftate from Rowe, are not found commicting for- dmnydu ng 
nication with the Kings of the carth ? and whether this foraicatioa be Dunbar. ” 
not by interweaving their intereſts,for the upholding one another{b,) (þ)No Biſhop, 
thus by flarteries and by force bringing the people,and keeping them no King, 
in bondage to their wills, enſl2ying their bodies, and inſaariog their 
Souls? | : 
22, Whether, ſeeing the greateſt judgements belong to Babylon, 

may not God in juſtice , to aggravate their fins who receive fot the 
love of Truth, lend them fo much light, as that many of chem ſhall 
be found wilful Apoſtaces,after all their other perſecutions, at lengch 
perſecuting the Spirit of Chriſt, ſo bringing upon themaſelyes ſwift 
 deftruftion ? Are not mary fonnd perſecuciog thas light. which 
they once profeſt ?- Is not that word made good 1nthem, They 
ſhall go and fall backward, and be broken, 'and ſnared , and ar 13. 
taken ? And if it be fo, is it no: high time to bid them take heed, area 
- they fia wilkully after chey have received the knowledge of the 

ruth ? 


C 23, Sh: 


Arrows 4;ainſt Babylon. 
29. VVhether by that ſure rule of juſtice, chat all the Blood from 
Abel wasco come upon the perſecuting Generation in Chriſt's time; 
Mats 23. 34: 35+ andrthatin the Rew: 18; 24; that in Baby/oy 
was-found the Blood of afl the S»incs ſhed from the Foundation of 
the Earth ; doth there notliea heavy load of Blood-guilt upon the 
Agntichriftian faRtion , who rike in with that deadly intereft at the 
lacer end of theday, to'aQRt their part againſt Chriſt and his cauſe ? 
Should not all men take heed how they touch or take part with that 
intereſt , left they come under the guilc of all the former bloody per- 
ſecytions of Gods Saints? Whether are not the oppoſice intereſts 
of Fleſh aad Spirit now at war, the ſame intereſts which were 
at variance in Cain and «Abe! , the Seeds being the ſame two 
C—_— though brought forth in ſeveral Ages , though the 
berwixt them not alwayes upon the ſame part or point 

of truth or error ? 


Endeavours 


ENDEA V OURS 


FOR 
REFORMATION ia APPAREL: 
OR, 


Some Reaſons rendered for Saints for- 


bearing to put upon their Garments ſuch 
me 4 and Ornaments as are altoge- 
ther ſuperfluous and apparently uſeleſs. 


With 
Anſwers to ſeveral Objections. 


Put on the Lord Jeſs Chriſt , and make no proviſion for the fleſh, 
to fulfil the luſts thereof, Rom. 13.14. | 

Moregver , the Lord ſaith , Becauſe the Daughters of Sion are 
haughty , and walk with ſtretched forth necks , wanton eyes, 
walking and mincing ( or tripping- nicely ) as they go, and 
making a tinkling with their feet , Iſa. 3. 16. Theſes the 
Lord will ſmite with a ſcab the crown of the head of the daugh- 
ters of Ston, &c, ver(.17. | 

In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling 
ornaments, &c, ver(.18. 

Behold the day cometh which ſhall burn as an Oven , andall the 
proud, and all that do wickedly ſhall be as flubLle , and that aay 
that cometh ſhall burn them up, ( ſaith the Lord) that it ſhall 
leave them neither root nor branch, Mal 4. 1. 

If ye will ot hear,my ſoul ſhall weep 11: ſecret places for your pride, 
Jer.13.17. ; 
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To the Reader. 


Here is a generation, O now lofty are their eyes, and their 
| eyelids are lifted up. Prev.30.13. They will bardly look 
ſo low as to caft ancye , except of ſcorn, on the 
enſuing Reaſons ; Such being ftkumbied at the Title, will 
ſoon fall rmo prejmdige againſt the Truth. The ſound of ſuch 4 
reformation , may prebably become a proveeation to the proud, 
and to thoſe who are at eaſe,profeſſo'; and propbane;yea good men 
may be cffended thereat. Have not mary ſuch. with S1myſon, 
lain ther head ſolong in the lap of Dililah, (thus world. and the 
ſenſwal delr1ghts thereof ) that row they are as be without his 
locks weak like other men, ſoon foiled by temptations, and carri- 
ed along with the current of common evils ? their eyes are as 5: 
were put out, their 2.tal ſo abated that ina great meaſure, they 
judge. ſpeak, and att even as others , they do no ſingular things 
for Ged. Theſe reſt much on the wprightueſs of therr hearts but 
little conſider the work of God, how be who is mo wpright doth 
weigh the path of the juſt,112.26.7. AndO that mary Saints,be- 
ing [aid in the er#e balance, were not found tos light , and like 
the moſt 141m men in their fooliſh faſhions! & ſmall remnxan: bath 
God reſerved in theſe back ſliding times , who are waking Vir- 
give, of an humble ſpiritual frame fearing God. and trembling 
at bis word friving 1m the frergth of C br:(#,that the 'Y may ab» 
ſtain from all appearance of evil, 

[ ſhall gladly ſmbnait to the judgement of ſuch touching the/e 
following Endeayours; knowing ful well, That they dare not to turn 
the grace of God into wantonae!s, as deliberately to ſlight , on the 
account of liberty, the leaft hint of Truth, cleerly convincing them of 
duty z yer ſering ſuch may be tempted( for a worldly ixtereſt) to 
ſtifle their tight in this thing, wy counſel ts, That they bear in mind 
the yu price of their redemprion from a yain converſation z whreb 
if they do,they will not think, it muck to ſuffer loſs in their names 

and trades for righteouſneſs ſake,in thus feery-trying day which 
grown ſo dark to ſome, who not long ſince rejoazced in the hight , 
that now they complain in the words of the Prophet, laiah 59.9. 
We wait for light,but behold obſcuricy,&+c.whilf knowledge ſtems 
to be deſired, 14 not doing omitted? And are there not manywho 
will not ſee the things they have no minde to praftiſe ? But pre- 
cept wnſt be upon precept, line upon line, here a little, and there 
4 little, 


alittle that they may goa fall backward (as men do who begin 
to reform, and then when their intereſt i ſtruck at, fall back. 
word) ard be broken, ſuared, and taken, 1{a.28.13. 

Courteous Reader, / hall not bide frem thee the riſe of thig 
diſconrſe, and the occaſion of its publication. The Lord having 
emmently appeared to a conſiderable number of bis people in therr 
waiting on hins together in ſeveral ſolemn mretings cleerly wit- 
neſſing to their conſciences againſt theiy ſuper fleous ornaments 
or: their apparel,iuſomuch as devers did forthwith repent and re- 
form : Some calling for areaſon for this reformation , I thewght 
it needſul (to avoid much ſpealiing of this maiter) to put pen to 
paper; and fince that(to prevent the laboy of tranſcribing copres) 
to put my papers tothe preſi: If God teach thee to profit by them, 
give his alone the glory. As for ſeormers, let them delight ine 
ſcorning , but let the wiſe bear the whole matter, and they give 
judgement. 4 

Aud as for ſuchwho are ftrong,and by reaſon of nſe have their 
ſenſes exerciſed to a cleer diſcerning between good and evil , lit 
ſuch bear with my rude endeavors, and bring forth a butter 
reftimony againſt that abomination of pride in apparel , wheye. 
with moſt profe ſſors are ſo ſpotted, and the profeſſion of godlineſs, 
by reaſon thereef, ſo mncb evil ſpoken of, that if all ſhould bold 
their peace,o man might expel} according to the worlls of Chriſt 
in awother caſe;Luk,1 9.40. Theſtones would unmediately cry our, 
Who knows, but the leaſt of the flock, by an boly eeal (accompa- 
nied with many mfirmities, which love ſhould cover ) maypro- 
voke ſome great preachers to look more narrowly into this mat- 
ter ? and toexamine themſelves , why (ſering there was never 
more occaſion given to declare againſt pride) they have no more 
diſcovered this iniquity,whbich now-it i to be feared they wink at 
in other:,breanſe ſo much of it cleaves 10themſelves,and theers? 
The Lord who i faithful and trur, hath promiſed, Thar be ill 
purely purge away all the droſs of Sion, -and take away all her tin , 
rdioecctines unto them judpes- as atthe firft , and counſellors 
as at the beginning, 7ſ4.1.2 5,26: #bich good thing that the Lord: 


may ſpeedily perform, ts the hearty defire-and daily prayer of 


The Lords moſt uoworthy Servant, whom 
be hach pluckc as a brand out ofthe fire, 


John Pendarves, 


"£026 236008 


Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel : 


OR, 
Some RzxasoNs rendered for Saints 


forbearing to put upon their Garments 
ſuch —_—_ and Ornaments as are al- 


rogether ſuperfluous, and apparently uſeleſs. 
With Anſwers to ſeveral Objeltions, 


Ae He firſt, reaſon or argument, takes it's riſe from the |, G04. 
I death and refurreftion of Chriſt , ard the Saints geaſor. 
0H Pez fellowſhip wich bim in both z and firſt , from his 
4 ES degth , The croſs of Chriſt is that by which every 
true beliver is caught with Pax/ to be crucified to 
= the world , and that not onely, as his faich preſents 
to him the glory of a crucified Chriſt, hidden from an eye of (ence, far 
exceeding all ourward worldly plory 3 bur alſo, as it ceacheth hizz to Gar, 14, 1Pe 
war againſt all ſenſual worldly luſts,in confidence that Chriſt died co 2.11.T5.2.11 
redeem bim from them, And hereig doth the yertue and glory of the 12.1Pct.1.18,,9 
ſufferings of Chriſt on the croſs, (wherein he is commended to us as a p,;1 . £ . g. 
moſt glorious pattern of ſelf-denial)eminently appear in his followers, = ** 
i fy! the luſt of the fle,the lu of che eyes, & pride of life 3 Gal.5.24. 
all which land in oppoſttion to that newnels of lite, Saints are called &0-6. 4. 
to walk in, Now ſeeing the lufts of the fleſh were found warring 
againſt Chrift on the croſs, and do daily war againſt his Spirit in the __ , 
hearts of Saints, and Chrift warred, and doth war againſt them; his _ FER 
Souldiers ought not to make proyifion for them by ſuch ſuperfluous - ) Whar i 
deckings, leſt in ſodoigg,they be found feeding and cloathing Chrifts there thar is 
enemies , whilſt they negleR to feed and cloath hismembers ; and 997< vilible 
left c obſcure or hide the glorious power of the death of j, — 
Chriſt , which (ſhould appear to of all men in the viſible ſelf- 1,00 their Ape 
denial of Belieyers (4 _ ks i TR 
Secondly, 3.20, 


: 
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Secondly, As in confideration of his death , the Saints are called 
to die to this world, ſo with reſpeR to hts ReſurreRion all thoſe who 
zre tiſen with him 5 ought to ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
Col.3.1. and having their converſations with Chriſt in heayen , to 
"WM mortifie their members which are upcn earth 6:) Col,3.5. And thus 
Go 9 plainly declaring by their words and a&tions , behaviour and appa» 
embers, who rel, that they are not of this world, but are Grargers toir ; in ſo do» 
Eck ſo much ing, they ſhew forth the power of Chriſts Reſurretion, drawing up 
jo plcale ther 446; affetions to himſelf. As the corruprion of mens hearts doth #p- 
| nm pear (as it were wziten in their forcheads) in their vain wanton fa- 
| {hions {ec ;) fo on the contrary , the Grace of GoJ in man doth ap» 
I) Howdo rearand ſhinein his Saints, in their abſtaining, upon pure Goſpel» 
ſhe Hor thi grounds, frem all appearance of pride, and vanity in apparel , and 
[a my cloathing themſelyts with humility , as becomes the (elt-denying fol- 
heir promiſe lowers of Chriſt (d.) Butas Pas complains ſadly of ſome, who 
the Font, to minded earthly, things, that they were enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, 
lake all the pg;j,3.18. May we nottake up a like complaint of many now, who 
Earlies of ch; if adorning themſelves ſhew that they mine earthly chings , by 
frorld ? 1Theſſ, heaping on vaia ſupe1Auicies ? are not ſuch enemies in chis thing , or 
252. at leaſt, apparert Non-conformiſts to the croſs of Chriſt ? Great rea«' 
(d) Such ſelf- fon there is therefore , that they who have otherwiſe learggd Chrif}, 
Di dead and rifen, ſhould make ic appear, by putting off, or atleaſt for- 
bo ſay they Pearing to put on ſuch things, which are not onely ugbecoming their 
re buricd © profeſſion, but alſo are abuſed by moſt men , for an occaſion to the 
with Chriſt in fleſh g and as they are commonly born about, are apparencly uſcleſs 
Bapciim, to all, Epb.4.17 20,21,22, 
As the firft reaſon chiefly reſp:Rs the croſs of Chriſt, che ſecond in 
3 Ground je manner, relates to his yoke,to which all Believers owe ſubjeRion, 
pw. and ought to manifeſt the ſame by a viſible univerſal cbedience to 
bim, wbom we are bid to hear in all things; . AF#.3,23. Who as 
he hath by his own mouth ſpoken to his Followers to deny them 


Apoſtles , in the holy Scriptures which he hath given co furniſh the 
man of God toeyery good work, preſcribed profitable and precious 
direRions for regulating the Saints praftiſe in apparelling theme 


one thing of adorhing, as in 1 Tim, 2. 9. V'Vhere not onely is for- 
bidden to believing women (that yanity, they who have wherewith, 
are too prone unto ) to adorn themſelyes with gold or pearls , buc 

| alfo the adorning themſelyes with coltly array is forbidden ; that 
» array 


ſelves, Mat.1 0.38. Mar- 8. 34. ſobath he, by the mowh of big \ 


ſelves. Theſe arecither, ficſt, more expreſs and particular, as to this - 
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aray being there counted colily , which mencrucified (o this world» 
and often in neceſſicies, and ſenſible-of che wanrs of others, as Pas! 20.6.4. 2C07 
and Timothy, with others like minded, accounted coltly, 11.27,28, 
Secondly, There are direRioas which are more general; of which 
I haye here ſet down ſome of che principal, as Row. 12.2. Be not 
confermed to this world , 1 Pet. 1, 14. Paſſion not your ſelves 
according to the former luſts of your ignorance. Make wo pro- 
wi/ion for the fleſh,to fulfil the Inſts thereof, Rom.1 3.14, More- 
oyer, we are commanced ts lay apart all flthineſs and ſaperflu- 
ity of nawghtineſs. Jaw. 1.21, Acd in the 1 Per. 4.10, wearere- 
qui:ed 15 be good ſtewards of the manifold grace of God : which 
relates got onely to ſpiritual gifts , but alſo co things of this life, 
Now with that ſpecial rule before-going z let us take theſe general 
rules, and well apply them (e) to the particulars of evils forbidden, {e)Thoſe rules 
and duties enjoyned 1a thoſe Scripzures, and this doub: may ſoon be with many 
reſolyed. viz, Whether Saints are called to refraia from further ex more ſuch, are 
per.c2 in ſuch vain {uperfluities. which the men of this world procure, aſſented —_ 
and pur on to ſatwfie the laſts of the fieſh,aud the luſt of the eye, mn A. a 
The third ground is made gecod from the preſent apparent wants «eq to a _ 
_ © ny 
and ftraights ot divers poor precious Saints that lack go be ſupplied thing in parti» 
with things neceſſary, who by reaſon of ficknels, weaknels, or wang cular, 1.70b.z. 
of ſtock ro manage their honeſt erades , are unable to provide for '** 
themſelyes, 2nd theirs, ſo that they may attend on God withour di- 3 Ground, 
ſtration. Is not the ſupplying their need, the feeding and cloathing 
of Chriſt in his poor members , ( for ſo he acccunis what done to 
them, done to him, Mar. 2 5-40.) to be preferred before providing 
ſuch needleſs trimmings ? Let the ter:der-hearted ſober Chriſtian 
conſider it well, Should nor Saints lay to heart theſe things with a 
due reſpeR co their receivings from Chrilt, and engagements to Chiiſt, 
not forgetting the Law of their relation, as fellow-members wich the 
meaneſt in that body whereof Chriſt is head ? 
The third ground thas briefly laid down , ( with the caſe of rhe 
poor Saints unrelieyed,fiated truly.as itis) I leave this to the judge» 
ment of thoſe who are ſpiritual, and proceed to the fourth, : 
The fourth ground is, that by ceaſing to caſt away their ſubtance a 
oh ſuch ſuperfluities, Saints may be in a better capacity to adorn by * © 
make 28 5 may pacity by 
their good works,the doQtrine of God our Saviour; the credit where- 
of,ought to be much dearer to us then our lives; and how much then 
to be preferred before our needleſs ornaments ? How few of the 
mea of the world are conyiac'd = this day, by the Saints liberaliry * £07 9+ 25+ 


to the 
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to the poor, their ſeeking out the widow and the fatherleſs, the blinde 
and the lame, to relieve them in their diſtreſs > How few, I fay, are 
convitc'd on this account; viz. of ſuch good works done by profe(- 
ſors, that God is in them of a truch ? and that the doQtrine of grace 

hold to, and maintais, is the true dorine ? Do not magy great 
profeſſors (on their part) lexve the Goſpel naked , ( without thoſe 
good werks of mercy and bounty which ſhould adorn ic ) whillt 
their fleſ; is gorgeoufly arayed ? Have not ſuch need to be pur inre- 
membrane of the duty, T's honor the Lord with their ſwbftance, 
and with the fir, ſruirs of their encreaſe? Prov.3e9, No ſc: nr 
do they abours ia wealth and riches , bur ſuddealy they abound in 
coltly ſuperfluities (nor in good works proporticnable ro their abi» 
lity) chus in ſtead of hogoring the Lord they honor themſelves with 
their ſubſtance; and in Read of ſerving him, they even ſerve their luſts 
with the farlt fruics of their encreaſe, 

5 Ground. A fifth reaſon for Szincs reforming their apparel, is taken from the 
manifold great temptations and evils Saints ofcen fall into, co ger 
that which is (o lightly parted with in ſuperfluous ornamears. Is ir 
not eafie to be ſeen, and ſadly co be lamented , that co provide and 

(f) What evil maincain coftly apparel, ſtately houſes, rich houſe-furniture delicious 

© is thar Fare » and ſuch-like things, according to the faſhion of chis world ; 

which muſt be thoſe crying fins of coyetouſnels, deceit , injuſtice, with other like e- 

fed with ſuch yils(f,)s& their parts in ſome profeſſors of an high firaingo the great 

ſewel > 1.» Mhonor of the glorious Name of God ? And why is it that preci- 

Aoki ous opportunities of afſembling togethet , and viſiting one another, 

redeeming the 37© {o often negleRed by the Saints ? And oh,whence 1s it that there 

eime, thus to is ſolictle looking after , and preparing for the great day of Chriſt's 
ſpend ir in coming ; the hearts of profeſſors aro lurfeited with the cares of this 

. _—_ life,and that day ready to overtake them unawares; and they in dan- 

(b)How many ger © be found wichourt their wedding garments ? Is ic not fo with 

caretul many or mott, becauſe their endeayers are ovyer-much [aid out , and 

thoughts do precious time(not co be redeemed with gold) unprofitably ſpent( g ) 

_ _ = and waſted in providing ? and putting on colily and curious spparel 

o —_ =” whereas to provide caoyenient garments » without ſuch ornaments, 

deckings? how 2nd to precure other accommodations in and about their houſes 

do ſuch obey ſurable thereurto, ſo much time need not be taken up , ror careful 
thar word of thoughts (b) (forbidden by Chrift) laid out for themſelves, or chrir 

—_— = children after them, Obſerye that word, Afat.6. 28. why take ye 

thought {or ray- thought for rayment t and verſe3 2+ Afeer all theſe things do the 

aenu ? Gentiles ſerk, | la 
xt 
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A xth ground is taken from the glorious things promiſed to the 
people of Gd , who deal their bread to the hungry, and bring the 
or out-cafis to their houſes, Iſa. 53.7.8, &c. viz. That their 

light ſhall riſe in obſcurity , theiv darkneſs ſhall be 45 the noow 
day ; they ſhall call, and the Lord will anſwer, Thoſe high en- 
joyrnencs are bere promiſed to a people who make anocher uſe of 
their outward ſubſtance, then to Javith ic on needleſs ornaments, as 
the manner of ſome is, Unleſs there be a reformation in this thing, 
what fingular works of this kinde before-mentioned, can be done by 
the Sain's, which may be good evidences, that God hath ſet them in 
the ready way to thoſe high attainments ? They who wait for ſuch 
glcrious things, and expeR ſuch large meaſures of the Spiric, mult 
learn to be good Stewards of the things of this life (5.) He that hath 7) They who 
an ear.let him hear what Chriſt faith z If ye have not been faithful 3*-.. for the 
in the unrightcous mammon ( the riches of this world ) who will Pon mut - 
commit to your truſt the true riches ? He that is anjwſt (or ut» with all heir 
faichful) in that which « leaft, is unjuſt alſs in much, Luk. 1 6, tieſhly de- 
Io,11, _— whom God will uſe and bonor to raiſe up the 8h, and a& 
foundations of many generations, to repair breaches, and to reſtore _ w - 
paths ro dwell in, Jſa. 58. 1 2. they (hall not (as others have done) who having 
{:ek great things for themſelyes,bur ſhall be a merciful,holy,humble, found x pearl 
elf-denying people,as may appear by comparing with the 1 2werſ. 2f great pricey 
the five foregoing verſes of that Chapter. And it God do ſuch great fo = and 
things by them , without doubr the Spirit of the Lord ſhall bz early = w_ _ 
and abundantly poured out upon them. Theſe things duely cok- ; 
fidered, it appears , that thoſe precious promiſes, together with the 

Saints earneſt expeRation of ſuch great aad glorious things to be ful. 

filled in this generation, do lay a ſtrong engagement upoa us to ceaſe 

from our ſuperfluous ornaments,and all things elſe that hinder Saiars 
from doing thoſe fingular things before expreſſed, 7ſa,5 8 7810, 
ne - the ny = _ _ if, w_ to this reformation. 7 Ground. 

$ 1t o time or tro z 2 ay itt e. and grieyous blafe * C 
phemies *, wide breaches ſtill i among Gadd onal glo- cehiab.trong 
rious things bronght to the birch , and no ſtrengrh to bring forth > Þ< were a King 
And is not this a time for Saiers rather to be rending then decking n——_ mp 
their garments ? (&.) Undoubtedly, the day calls co mourning, aad Ts en. : 


. . . h 
ww _—_— his ſo doing, 1/4.37. 1,2. (k)Obſerve the praQiiſe of Foſhua and —_ = 
Ae Prop pake of n—_ them a Caprain, and returning again into Egypt, Numb i 4 
allo the praRiſc of Baryabas and Saul, Att; 14.14. DIY 


D2 ; humbling 
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* (1) Are there humbling our ſelyes, laying afide our vain ornaments. Is it a light 
-not many ſuch thing to turn a deaf ear to God 's call by ſuch diſpenſations ? Aad 
profciiors,who v.tea he thus calls to a people to deny themlelyes of their liberty (1 

of ? 


minde -m— io outward things , then to firetch ro the utmoſt bounds there 


ehen their 1ſ4-23-1 2,13. In that day (faiththe Prophet ) did the Lord of 
dury? hoſts call to weeping, and mourning and girding with ſackcloth, 
(m) Ler the aud behold killing of ſheep, and ſlaying of oxen, 8c. And what 
ry | follows ? verſe the 14. And it was revealed in mine ears , ſaith 
and clſcwhere, fs Lord of hefts, This iniquity ſhall not be purged from you til 
'who ſpend ſo ye die. With this ler the Reader cempare diligently that not:d word 
FLictle crime in in Amwos 6.5,6,7. where thoſe are ſeyerely threatned , who drank 
: nr '2)- wine io bowles, and forgat the affli tions of Foſeph (m.) And can 
- they eſcape much lorger without correRticn , who do ſuch things ac 
ſelves, and fo this day ? Do nor Saints put far away the evil day , when they 
auch is a- - put on their yain ornaments, and appear with badges cf pride, 
dorning *hew- and not the mark of mourners upon them (» ? ) And ſhould it not 
| ons & be 3 lamencation (that which js yer more unbecoming Chuiflian pro- 
ag hs feffion) ſome glory in ſuch things , which are indeed their ſhame ? 

- let ſuch,I He that feels not the force of this reaſon taken from the hand of Ged 
fay, read and ypon us , and the many abominations aad grievances before menti- 
mark == oned , and hath no heart»bleedings becaule of the reproach that is 
; __ Can daily caft upon the Name of God and his people,- &c. let him eg- 
they chuſe bur wine himſelf, whecher he hath * due regard to the work of & 
"bluib, orr2- Lord at this day ? and, whether he be a real mcurner for Srag, (0) 


| ger + ory and one that prefers Jeruſalem above his chief joy ? 
; Lt wo , 
Gs) Who that beholds the Apparel of moſt Profcfiors at this day , would rakenhcm to be 


| as figh & cry for all the abominazion of God's people? Is nut pride in Apparel one 
abomination ? their partaking in it ſo apparently , plainly ſhews them withour griet tor 
s.*P[4.28,4,5. (0) Scc thoſe promiſes to rhem that mours in $ion,1/a.61.3,3. & 66,10. 


The eighth is derived from that iocumbeat upon the. Saints, 

: _ tow oP lights amidſt 4 III Phd.2.1 5. and as 

_ the %s holy Remnant wham be hath reſeryed to witncds againſt 

_ - the evilsof thecxrmes, Aad who ſees nor that pride in apparel is cow 

© * - 4 raighicg figinchis Land , eyes among profefiors, who, incheir 
adornieg themſelves , differ little or nothing from the world , ;chat 
- wallows in wickedaels and yanity ? That woich aggravatcs this eyil, 
and renders it more odious, and ſhould fer Saints at the greater 
diftance from it, and from all appearance thereof, is, That chere is 
of evils, as coverouſneſs, defrauding, lying, oppreffion. grinding 

rey of the poor, 6, with many ſuch-like ſins, which S niche 


, 
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' it» Can we be zealous and jealous for the Lord of hoſts, and refrain /, \c4,.;q. 
from bearing 2 Teſtimony of our diſlike of this abemmation ? Aad ncfics do < 
how can this be done, except we firſt begia at bome, putting from us mcnr the be 
all appearances of that eyil, which we condemn in others ? God 's ** onely | 
people, who are called rocome out of Babylon, are ſiraitly charged wern By 
got to partake of ber fins (p,) One Reaſon is,becanſe God will noeNecd by 
make uſe of them to declare agairlt them, Now that the Saints pradtiſe in 
may bear 2 full Teftimony againſt this evil of pride in apparel,which ilding an 
js one of the fins of the tires, and one of Bebylons ſins, (28 appears, A"*> Conc 
Rewais8.12,and 15,16 werſ.} it behoves them to cleer chemle!yes = _ 
from it by a contrary practice (9) to this corrupt generation in their way we oug 
proud manner of adorning themſelyrs. b to manifeſt 
Ninthly , The preſence of the Lord wich his people , encoura- Sillike, fo 
ging them to this reformation , affords another ground (7 :) His = y Foes 
hand ( as they are perſwaded ) baving ſtrongly ft ic upon their , _ 
hearts, in ſeveral Aﬀemblies , ſolemnly waiting on him. to reform (r),As God 
without delay z accounting thac aow God is purging away all the 8 
droſs of Siem , he will nor leave ſuch worldly ſuperfluities long re- people ro 
maining upon the Garmess of Saints, It's confeft, that inward im- - any 
pulſes and perſwaſions of good men.,are not alwayes good arguments bring them © 
co prove a matter : yet, when a prayiog people, fach as defire to from ber fag 
tremble at the Word, and labor to walk exaGtly, arc unanimous 19/2 '® & 
perſmaſiogior motions which hath ſuch Scripture- grounds for itz as '), 4! 
hath been alledged for this ; fuch ag argument in ics place, well ac=to ſuch as AM 
compianied with other weighty reaſons, deſeryc5 to b{ confidered by and cry for Fl 
ſuch as fear the Lord. the evils of. 
The tenth and laft ground is,becauſe of that offence which is taker profeſſors, *-- 
by thoſe who ſigh and cry for all the abominations of profeſſors(s,) _— men 
they cannot but mourn to behold ſuch needleſs coſtly deckings upon whe 
the apparel of Saints : they alſo declare their conſcientious offence Ser & tonfidty 
hi Paul made "I ou fleſh while the wor!d was ro ftand, _ Ext. 
rather then to pur a ing-block in the way of his weakBeother, ©275:_. 
1Cor.8,1 3. {hould nat Saigts much rather refrain from hoſenred- ty ſk 
leſs things, then give cence, and caule grief to the reader hearts ofifow otr "ag 
thole for w1om Cizilt died? Ard whereas it may be ſaid, ſome good Pn to 
men are cffended a7 the leaving off fuch ornaments /r 3) isir from ence, 
their goodnels ? Is it 007 rather, Ezcauſe ſome private intereſt of their ge. nw 
own or their friends is thereby firuck at ? If they be conſcientiouſly toGo4 me 
offended, the reaſons before-going may ſuffice to ſhew, thartte of» of offending * 
fence is upjufily raken at thoſe, who on the groucds l3id down ceaſe £229 te. > 
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from putcing on upon their garments ſuch ſuperfluous ornaments,acd 
10 conſcience towards God chuſe ro walk in that way of reforma- 
tion, whereon foclear a light of Truth ſhines. 

Now fora ſmuch as all reformation mrets with oppoſition, it cane 
hot well be expeted, thac this, which runs ſo concrary to the ſt;eam 
of the common opinion and praQile,and is ſo oppolite to mens fleſh- 
ly luſts and intereſts, ſhould eafily rake place | I (ſhall cherefore pro- 
cecd ro conſider, and anſwer ſeveral Obj:Riors, which are, or my 
be made agaiaſt the reformation pleaded for, 

10bjeft. Did nor Sarah 20d Rebeceab wear rich Jewels? and if 
ſo, why may not believers ingheſe dayes wear ſuch ornameacs. if cheir 
ability will extend co provide them ? 

Anſi. Firſt, We finde not that there were at that d:y (15 now 
there are, many poor Saiats on every hand needing to be rclioved, 

Secondly, Neither was proviſion made for their coltly ornaments 

» © by ſuch notorious abominacions, of coverouſnels, and extortion fc. 
.* northe pride of profeſſors , their pride in appare] grown up to thac 
height, as that there needed then, as now there doth , ſuch a loud- 

ſounding Teftimony in word and praQtiſe tobe born againſt ic. 

; Thirdly, Some things praRtiſed by Abrabam and David with 

) Did not as ach approbation. as the wearing of Rings and Jewels (« ) by 
_ On Sarah and Rebeccab , it becomes nor Saints to praftile * Had nor 
© to them? Abrabew his Concubines. and Children by chem?Gew#5.6. And 
ſe why did did not David take unto him mary W.yes and Corcubines? 2 Seam. 
acobrake them 5,1 3, Would not Saints bluſh to be found walking in their ſteps in 

| ——_—_ theſe chings now ? 

Dak. when he Fourthly.in thoſe dayes of ignorance,in the infancy of che Church, 
m'd his God dealt with his people as Parents do with their lictle Childrea, 
ly:fccGex. who give them ſuch things as ate taking to che eye, to win upon their 
$5.2,3,4. with affe ions, and lay ſuch commands upon themyas are ſurable to their 
$3322, 3,4 oder age, and preſent capacity + ſo did God give goodly ourward 
; what uſe gifts 20d ornaments to his people cf old under the Law. Aad as he 
the 1ſreclites bath at ſundry times, and in ſundry wayez,(o alſo by ſeveral degrees, 
of thei diſcovered his will co his pzople , according to that abiliry he hach 
Pos And aig B/ye2 chem tobear, Wherefore ic will not follow, becauſe” God did 
por golden 2 firſt colerace the wearing of ſuch ornaments, that therefore now he 
rar-rings =. Calls net his to deny themiclyes in theſe things. The preſident of ſome 
ove 2 ſnare wearing ſuch ornaments then, makes not ſo much for that pratiſe,as 
0 Gid-as 20d thoſe many G'ſpel-preceprs laid down in the ſecond ground , with 
Tadg.8,26,1 7, Dok other arguments accompanying, make againſt ic _ AS K 
| , jeſt, 
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2 ObjeF. This is for the honour of Chriſt, chat his Servants and 
Followers put on ſuch ornaments, ſeeing thereby they make i: appear 
they ſerve a good Maſter, 

Anſw. It is for the hogor of Chriſt, our Head and Lord, to have 
his members and followers conformable to him (w,) even to Chriſt (ww) Ir is 6+ 
crucified, as were the Miniſters of Chriſt and his deſpiſed followers in 70%8 for the 
the primicive times. As for thoſe who judge of the condition of che _ mm 
ſervants of Chriſt either of their happineſs or miſery, with reſpeR to ger, and the 
their cutward ſtate and accommodations, whacs would ſach have ſervant as his 
thought of Chrift, had they ſeen him born in a manger, and hang'd Lord, 
on a tree ? The cali; ken world, which (as Jobs faith, 1 Job. 3.2.) 
hnoweth not the Suns, julging zfier the wiſdom of this worid by 
ſuch faiſe rules, mzy, and ſhall Humble at the Saints, as they did at 
Chriſt, who were offended at him, 2nd faid, /s wot this the Carpen- 
ters Son? It is the glory of the Members tobe like their H:ad , the 
Followers to be ik: theic Maſter, The legal Worſhip, Temple, and 
Worſhipp*:3, had indeed rich adornings belonging rot!:cm , wiiich 
was to tne honor of God in tha: days under that diſpenſation; bur 
the Nev Telftzmenc-glory is inward, it the Spitityin the hidden man 
of the heart. Thecypical Temple was adorned with Gold and $:l- 
yer, but the truc Templc ſpoken of, 2 Cor.6.1 6. 1 aJorned within 
with thac which is incorruptible; and ourwardly with ſuch ſelf-deni- 
al and good works txfore men,as do become th: Goſpel. (x)Luk.16.1 

306je&. Some objeR, this would be to expoſe our ſelves to ſcorg, 23, 2432528. 
and ro make our ſelves ridiculous in the eyes of mn, if we ſhould _ —_— - 
of Div: 


put off our ornaments , and walk in tiar way which here ſeems co gu cloaking 


be ribed. | 
Anſw. Fiſt, ſuch extremities are not here pleaded for, as NOS -... = and 
occaſion fuch contempt to be caft upon you, Wio will laugh at yon, withal bis 
for forbearing to put on upon good and converient garments , ſuch —_— 
ſuperfluous trimming , as bach no ſheyy of uſe ? is ie not uſual wich _— —— 
ciyil people co commend going plain. as they cali it, and to cordema caurionto ſom 


| reformation, whilſt inwardly they bave iadigoation 2g3ialt i:,becauſe proſeſſs/s, Way” 
« witoeſſeth 2gain!t cheir yaio practiſe, * 5 2 Secondly, $.16.17,18, 
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Secoadly the Servants and Followers of Chrift ought not to think 
« ſtrange if they be counted for figns and wonders, ſeeing it is no 0+ 
ther then what was prophefied b:tore-hand in the Scripcures, [ſa.8, 
18. Zach.3,3. How could ſuch lay down their lives tor the Truths 
of Chriſt, who cannot bear to be laughed at for righteouſneſs lake ? 
whilſt che glory of God is promoted by their endeavours for ſuch a 
reformation, whereof they ſee there is at this day among the Saints 
ſo great a need ? 

4 oo. God hath promiſed that his people ſhall poſſeſs the 
riches of che Gentiles, /ſ4.90.9,17. and that they ſhall have plenty 
of Gold and Silyer, 1ſa,61.6. If ſo, and God hath already begun 
to ſubdue our enemies, fo that they ſubmit themſelyes,and come wich 
preſents to us z why then may we ao: prepare , and put on coftly 
jewels aad ornaments ? what better uſe can we make of the riches 
we poſſeſs ? 

Anſw. Firſt, That thoſe propheſics do agree with what is wricten 
in the book of Revelation conceraing new Jeruſalem, and have re- 
lation to the ſame glorious fate of theChurch,maay evidently appear, 
by comparing the 60 Chapter of [ſa#ab,with the 2x of Revelation. 
K's crue indeedyche Kings fhall bring their glory into it, &e. but that 
the Saints are not yer come to that new Jernſalem-tate , is ſuffici- 
ently manifelt trom that ſorrow, and ſighing,and the many ſad come 
plaints of Gods people as at this day ; all which, as alſo the preſear 
poverty and ſuffering of many Saints, are inconſiſtent with their glo- 
rious priviledges, in the New /er»ſalens ; for there hell be no ſor- 
yaw, nor Crying , Rey.21.4, Ificbe granted, that ſuch ornaments 
ſhall be worn by Saints in their triumphane Rate then , it will aor 
therefore follow , thac they may pur chem 0n in their milicant ſtare 
now, whillt the dayes of their mourning are no: ended , and whilſt 

,, the Bridegroom is not with them ( y.) 
) -—— >a Secondly, Saints ought to be ſo afflifted in and for the affl;Aions 
Bridechambe one of another, that as fellow-members of -one body, [f one mem- 
cannor but ber ſaffer, (ſich the Apolile) all ſuffer with it, 1 Cor, 12, 26, 
On Upon this account, how deeply ought we to be affefted wich the la- 
_ x \atable miſcries of Gods people in many Lands, who groan dayly 
miththem, under grievous ſufferings by perſecution , reproach, impriſonment, 
: and all tmanner of oppreſſion ? Are any of us ſer ar liberty from ſuch 
bondage ? cught we not yet to conſider our ſelves in the ſame body 
with them , and be in bonds (in reſpeR of a ſympathy and fellow- 
feeling of their grieyances ) as if we were bound with them ? Heb, | 
I 3-3. 
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(/)Do nor form ſufficiently, and for durable clombing (f ?) And if theſe things 
; 8o mamain gypht to have been done, and enyarny that which is contraty to 
| $2y cloaching, them, may we not conclude, that thecoltly Apparel, and the 
c heavy : great 
IÞardens on the freafures of many who ace enriched by the late wars , (conſidering 
backs ofSaints? the ſtate of aMairs civil acd (piricual in theſe Nations ( g, ) and the 
a) Faſting & coadition of thouſands of Sainr« ar this day in the world) are more 
yer __ like Acbexs golden e,andbabyloniſh garment(S,)chen like the 
— = "he great riches Sainrs ſhall poſſeſs, and the golden ornaments (as is 
breaking of ſuppoſed) they ſhall pur on, m the day of Jeruſalems perfect 
"hare yokes is proſperity ? 
Thac which is © o 'OþjefÞ. Others ſay, we fear, left by forbearing to put on ſuch 
root God.1, ornarnents, we ſhould give cccafion to the world to charge us with 


d, 

ive his if ainſt 
ade 2 tp a 

d their 


"Ike thar Joſh: 6 Obes. What ſay ſome? we fear left by leaving off our ſuper» 
7.43.There is a! flyous ornaments ; we ſhould bring our ſelyes into danger of being 
| eenidge Foumbred with the _ ſceing they are obſerved had 
| . agaialt pride in Appare | 
| Iz 6 pu gr tan Firſt, May we not as well on the fame ground 
os before ceaſe todeclare againſt Ce es to ſpeak of = Spirir, be- 
; Tinne enemies, cauſe they who are called ers do ſuch things ; and octhers,who 
wr CE amend v 
5 Secondly, Some men do good things on eyil grounds,to promote 

bad defigns 3 we may not therefore refuſe ro do the fame things en. 
- and compare good pots grouads. 

diligently *®* * Thirdly, If this ting be of God (as hath been before ſhewed at 
V have bin, with large) we ought not to be diſcouraged therein on any ſuch account? 
| che things thee fon Lf $1. 7. But therein rather torejoyce (&,,) if we be counted 
ra 
beet of being raken with podly ner arments, gotten by the ſpoyls of the enemies, 
Tb.1,21. (9 Fe  commir rhe keeping of cheir ſouls to God in well-doing, 
not in like manner to commit the keeping of rheir good names to him. (h) How few 
s & Goſpel-faith by their obedience to that command of Chriſt , which bids ther to 
| 3£joyee and leap for joy, when men ſhall reproach them for his ſake? Lak 6.22423. 


LY 


| They are bidden to rejoyce at her fall, eyen then when thoſe Mer. complaines & [ 


—  — — - 
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wortby to ſuffer that, or any ocher ſhame for righteouſneſs ſake ; for 

Em ſuch ſufferers greatly blefled , Afar. 5.1 ©, 
6.22422, 


£112. 

» Conſider whether this e ftanding up to plead for 

the Spirit, as alſo for reforming in along and on oh good 

chings, at this time, may not have init a deſign of Satan , to bring 

up an evil report upon thoſe good things, and the perſons that pra= 

Giſe,and pets promote thew(/?) May we not. I (ay,look at this as 4, Gone 

a ftumbliag-block caft in the way to hinder this good work by the oh i in ma 

enemy of man,who leaves no way unattempted ro ſtir up the mindes lice, bur God 

of men to :adice againſt the Truth? = jo” 
-7 Objels. great cry of n_ is ſomewhart like to that of De- —_— F 

werriew, At. 1 9.3 s. By this crait we haye our wealth, v1ik. many blocks Ns. 

rich trades by Sea and Land whereby many families aremaintained, men, 7er.6.22, 

are upheld by the wearing of coftly ornaments oa Apparel. Luk 2.34. fe. 
AnſwFuft,Obſerve that thisObjeRion is agreeable to that prophe» 5-14 17c6.3-7.. 

cy,Rev.1 $. which deſcribes the doleful c int of che Merchants 

of the carth at Babylows fall, when her pride and pomp is brought 

down, as we read vj 8.They caft daft on their beadrgand ory; A» | 

yomrmen wg; apnea rent were made rich all that had | 

ps in the ſea, by reaſon lineſs (m.) Such complaiars 

become not the ſons of Siow, who have = fr in heaven (@) — | 


chants mourn : ſer Rew.18$.20. murmurings 
{ Secondly, As for the families maincained by fuch trades, are they 3mon8 ihe | 


rich? or are they poor ? If rich, are che Saints bound to tmaintam | 
ſuch? who hath requi Se He ey eg Led gee 
of the poor and thei facuilies be the mark aimed ar in ſuch wear- pidk ſupenti-” 
ings ; were ir not much beter, thar what chey have to lay our in ſuch *i99% | 
ſuperfluities, might be given immediacely into rhe hands of che dilj- **, =25e was & 
gent poor ? or fuch as through age, or ocher infirmity of CIs coltly 
unable ro work? If in buying ſuch things at the ſhops, wen a&t con- ons for them? 
ſcienciouſly for ſupport of the poor ; dothey aRt willy , to ler the | 
rich ſhop-keeper gain ſo much by chem (#, ) who oft proves x bad (=) By thac 
Steward of their and an hard Task-mafter to the chat time the ins * 
work for him? The Scripture abougds with many great and precious have paled 
promiſes to him, who from a right principle wirbi + pits liberally che tp. 
to the poor, as [ſ#.58,7,8,9, &c. Luh,14 13 1 09.23.27. keepers hands 
AMg.19.21, 2 Corig.6.5,8 9. Mar6,2,3, Lak 11.41, Deine, lice is that 
1 5.10, But what oneyrord of them, or whar other promiſe cans hich = Iefe 
et — for rhe poor, 


. 


Pja,t 9,10, 


| 
" 
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man warrafitably apply to himſelf in buying ſuch crimmings? Let the 
gallant profeſſors conſider it well, and ask their expericce , Will i 
give thema cleer Teſtimony of God's promiſe or preſence with them 
ia ſo doing ? but-in giving to the poor, that duty ſo oft commanded 
and commended to us by the Lord, many humble and merciful men 
canſay they have met with many good words of promiſe more ſweet 
then honey,and dearer then thouſands cf gold, He that pitieth the 
poor (ſaith Solomon) lendeth to the Lord; and that which he bath 
given” will be pay him agam, Pcov.l 9.17, Butcanfuch who lay 
oat their money at the ſhops in colily ornaments, account thatyn fo 
doing they lend unto the Lord , and that God will pay.it them. a- 
gain ? ſo that they who thus at, ſhew themſelves ia this matter nei- 
ther wile for the poor, nor for them(elyes, 

Thirdly ,As for ſuch as are poor in Churches,who are 1mployed in 
making Lace,and ſuch-like ornaments z if God enlarge the hearts of 
the rich members toſiudy todo ſome (ingular works of mercy, cau- 
fing them in order thereunto, co ceaſe from their colily ſuperfluities in 
houſe-furairure, apparel, and delicious fare, and from ſecking great 
things for themſelyes and theirs, they may (without doubt) ler their 
poor fellow-members on workzin providing things honeli for neceſſa- 
ry uſes, whereby they may be mcre profitable co their Generation, 
and ſpend their days on earth with more fatisfaQion,and to a berter 
account, then in making and providing ſuch vain things which tend 
eo little profir, but for the moſt part meerly ſerve the luſts and hu- 


- mours of proud men» Let ours alſo (faith the Apoltle, Tit. 314.) 


Learn to maintain good works (ſome read, hogett trades) for nece(- 
fary uſes,that ow! be not unfruitful. Might not che poor Saints, if 
the rich were bleſt with an heart to deviſe liberal chings , be fer on 
work,in making coats(with Dorcas, AQt.g.,3 9) and other lifien and 
woolen garments for yoor widows,agd for the fatherleſs? and would 
got this be a praiſe-worthy work,and that which would give occaſi- 
ca to all beholders toglorifie God? ſo that if-we reſpeRt the glory of 
God, the good of the poor, and our own comfort, the way that is 
taken to go tothe ſhops, and upon the account of maintaining trade, 
to lay out their money in needleſs laces, poiars, and ribbands, to pur 
them upon good cloaths, which dre coryeoient,and may well become 

us without them 2 this way,I ſay,is not the beſt and moſt excellent, 
$06;.Some great pro are ready to objeA, We may provide 
and pur on ſuperfluous ornaments, & yer reſerye enough ro beſtow on 
the poor, ſeeing the number of them whom we are called to _ is 
' ut 


- -— —— —— 
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but ſmall,and moſt of them can make a ſhift co live with litile help. 
An(w.Fict,Sugþ ought ro kaow and confiderythat of thoſe whom 
God hath b:Rt;withe liberal poxcion of outward things, he expeRs 
and requiresg jonable exerciſe of' hberalicy z for to whom 
much is given,of-che fame much ſhall be required (s,) Luk; 1 2.48, (0) Obſerve 
AR.11.29. And yer the rich(eyen in ſome congregations of Saiats) — 
count they do well and enough, if they give to the relief of the poor ,.. ,.ueq 
double what other mean mea dogtwo fhillogs roche one; whereas boye the gr 
(did they diſpenizgheir gift according to their abilicy ). theywould gifts of r 
give fifty for others one. Believers who are rich in this world,are re- "'<Þ, Mary 
quired to be rich in good woiks, 1 7199.6.17,18, And if any man by — 
minifter,ler him doi: as of the ability which God givethaPer.qelti. © 
Secondly, Do ſuch in relieving che, poorgwalk by. that-rule, Dext.15 . 
11. Thou ſhak open ghine hand, wide to.chy brother, tocby poor, 
and to thy needy ia the land ? and in the w. before, Thou (halt ſurely 
ive him, and ſhalt not begrieved 2: and agaia in the 1-4: , . Thou 
lc furniſh him liberally out of that wherewith the Lordthy God . 
hath bleſſed thee. Bar on the contzary, is it not ordinary with ſome 
that are rich,to count it.enough to keep, their brethren from periſhiog? 
How few walk up to that golden Rule,; Thay fhalk loverthy aci 
bor as thy (elf ? he chat fo loves his acighboryſecks to make his te in 
ſome meaſure comfortable as be doth his. owa. &n ſo doing( 
not for ſo doing in way of deſer: ) more joy isto be found then in 
the greateſt worldly glory , which when men have purchaſed wich 
much cxpence,procures them liczle comfort hegeand will afford thetri 
les in the day of Chriſt. May;not many who ſolayiſh our their gold 
and filver on their ſumptuous cloathiog,juſtly fear left chey fall winder 
that heavy charge in the day of Chriſt, / was naked and ye cloath'd 
me not; bungry, and ye fed me not ?'Mat.2 5,.42443+ Such az now | 
wear coltly apparel on the back, , with great bunchefjof ribhands oa - 
the belly (as the manner of ſome is) will they nor-thep bluſh.and be 7) 5&7, 
aſhamed,wtea they {hall be called to look back &ice how they have bravegallanrs 
uſed their talents,and be requir'd to give up theig account to(p)God? pur that greap 
. Thirdly, They know few in want. If they were ao: willingly igno» £41.97. 2fc0una 
rant, they might ſoon be informed of many objeRts of pity, who call = wy 4; 54 
for large bounty & bowels to relicve them in their preſent wangand ral coor 
(q) fireights. The time is neer whereia that word-ſhall be fulfilled, :2gements to 
Iſa.3 2.5. The yile perſon (ſuch an one as fir? ferverh his luſts, and **7<rs to ace 
then throws a little overplus to the. poor)ſhall be go more counted li- x neg. 


beral, nor the churl(who poſſibly will do ſomething fot the pogs by wares. 


mucn 
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muck uy) hall no more be ſaid to be bountiful z but the liberal 
man ſhall be known by that charaRter in the $ v, by devifig liberal 

: and mark what follows, By _—_— llhe ſtand. To 
ſeek out the poor and ncedy, the 'naked;to feed and 
cloath | 44, TY to avoid all the tara opendeaat he may be the 
better able co do ſuch works ; this ſpeaks a man liberal indeed, chus 
co deniſe liberal things. And he that doth thus(proyiding things hone(t 
and needful for himſelf, and for his family) as he is likely co finde no 
lack.ſs to haye little or nothing over, wherewith e@provide coftly ſu- 
£18.35, perfluities.For conclufion of the anſwer of this objeRtion,ler me with= 
out offence propoſe to ſome Sainrs in Churches,whether do they re» 
member cheir brethrea in other Congregations beſides their own,who 
ſuffer adverfity,as being in the ſame body of Chriſt with them z and 
do 0 na ic appear by male e for them,8& extending re» 


to examples of the primicive Saints? 1 Cor.1 6, 
_ compared with 2Cor.8.1,2,3, &c. AZ.11.29,30. 
Ob;. 9. I is enough or us co vvord ſome excrenm vin faſhions 


| and to conform in our a to other civil of our degree. 
Anfw. This ſaying ſuis well with the of our tirues, 
who are much caken with the fri ectp of thi world, bor wo ft 


Tl eh wen i Props, 4 Arif, for deport yo this is not 

re Ion all degrees, 

Ur foc.s} wile - a ye apgreyuwens þo7 ne ot 

of fone men, and bow it is ſupported; 

voto! +7 wry ey cf ary 
the time of age or 


7 
uſed RENTED remember that command 
- of God, Thou flhalt nor follow a multitude to doevil, Exod.2 3.2. 

a texto more ung the words of the Apolile, Rom. y 2.2.where we are commanded 
a he ro be nox-coaformifs this world ; and wichal obſerve his earneft 
exhortation tothe believing Epbefizns , not to walk as other Gen- 


re > Sly wt nay ren le » Epb.4,17, tothe 23 w. For 
Objto-Sore whofeemes 


in knowledge and con- 
aggiaft chis reformatign,that this is a fmaall macrer; 
puff at it,and are es Naamax the Syrian,when 


eProp hos ol King.5.11,13, 
Doth God call for Bi garde he hin 
is 
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is bur ſinall, in compariſon of ſome matters, ſo much the ra- 
ther ought ir to be doge by che rainy. Jr gain-ſaying. Bur fo 
ſmall a thing as it is, veeightier matters are highly concerned in itz for 
(befides the clear tendency of this reformation,to promote many fine 
gular works,which would adorn the Saints profeffion,and turn 
a Teftimony to them,thac God hath ſer them in the way of choſe 
choice and high enjoyments ſpoken of in the fixth day ) it lays 
fiege to thoſe mi$hty (19s, viz. coverouſneſs, o_ extortion, 
injuſtice, fraudulenc dealing, with many other like wm which are 
Riſed mainly to maintain a worldly'gallantry in coltly apparel, 
Fd ſuch-hke ſfuperfluicies. ks as | 
Secondly, To allow our felyes in any evil, though but a ſmall one, 
is no ſmall eyil,bur a great one ſuch as makes a deep wound in a ten- 
der conſcience,and prepares the way to the worſt of evils (s,) Have (+) See th 
Ce i cena eF ie Gehl a ſome , who at firſt danger of fi 
ting ſome lefſer commands and ro fin oe: 
by little and lictle,have at lengch — Gm Heh ſz 
of Chrift,and have ſer light by Chriſt himſelf, and his precious blood, rake heed « 
turning the grace of God into wantonneſs ; the leaſt flip) 
_ Wage and oo pr» ng 08 WIN el 
rather ought Saints to be circumipe® in all things; and row * - 
yoid ſuch in defence of fmall fins , fee Wy... - - i 
n {ad beginning chat leads to a fearful end, now in as much as 5.15. 1 
God is turning his hand upoa his people to purge away all cheir **: 
'frofs, according to his bleſſed word, [ſa.1.2 5. we ought to fee his 
_ - arr readilyto —__ wow. 4 workers with him in # 
the firength of his to our ſelyes from all filchine(s of fleſh A 
and raph. fe ig holie in the fear of God, 2Ci#,9.1. 
| ms t light which is now ari the Saints, 
will fox apr uwage ar TEENS char fire 1 34: laſt, | 
which is in Sjow will leave no ſtubb'e remaining. Theſe chin duly Me: 3-24 | 
conſidered, this ObjeQtion is no juſt exception againſt the _ 3ItÞh 
tion __ FY 
Ob;.1 1, Some affirm with no ſmall confidence, that thei 
are dead to things belowzthey take no pride or pleafurein redone 
apparel, though ir be made and pur on after the neweſt faſhion + 
they my and can without ſcruple wear fuch things, l 
Aoſ, Firft,If pow bane —_ indeed to them, the that 
s ine ro many render bears by ch adonigs were there noohe 
ground,may the,more cafily preyail with you to part wich OE 
Secondly, 


34 E nuUeauors It of reformation in A pparel * 


- Secatidly, Some who have thought thus of themſelyes,upon a light 
ſearch, | upon further and more ſtrit inquiry , haye not found their 
hearts/free from theinfeRion 0% pride in apparel, which where it is in 
wolt-profefiors, may be diſcerned by others , atleaſt by themſelyes 
(upon-s cloſe ſearch) in thelerwo things, | 
- Firſt. their claiminggor at lealt expeRting ſome mote then ordinary 
reſpeR ſutable to their habitzyea,and if they come inco the aſſemblies 
of Saints , they look co be preferred tothe belt places, and that ir 
ſhould be (aid or done t6 them according tothat word in Jam. 242. 
If there come into your aſſemblies a man with agoldring , and 
goodly apparel, and there come in alſo a poor man in wile ray- 
| ment , you have reſpeft to him that weareth the gay cloathing, 
JIs there not 4#1 ſay to him, Sir, fit thou here in a good place (t,) Kc. 
ſuch Pp -- -Secondly,their fixange carriage to their poor brethrenghow do ſuch 
ty co be blifh, and are aſhamed co:walk the frcers with their poor brethren 


mY apt ad in ea raymenc 2. do they-not ſhun cheir company in opea places of 


Ecs ar chis CORcoarle, and ſpmetimes ſeem to diſ-ownr them? Are.chey not a+ 
?  ._ ſhaifdtocalitham{or be called by.chew)+brethren(4?})- And why 
arethey thus aſhamed to own Chriſt in his poor ? Ie ftands 


4 Te ot this not with their honor to be {cen wich them, or at leaſt co-be-familiar 
wiſt in his With them (w.). This becomes not choſe of cheir rank thazavear ſuch 
wor mcabess opftly rich clonthinge'- Aod if the(e chings be ſo , - beware left your 
gal %. hearts deceive you in this matcer ;-bur ler that be caken away-which 
i: che iucha ſnare and a ſtumbling-block to Saints, | 
h-Pricſt's - Qbj.13. Now may fome ſay, We finde onr (elves, upon the-cone 
pll,7 kzo:p 30: fideration of the whole matter, ſo far informed, that we know where 
man ? to begin 3. we frecoovinced of ſore of our adornings, that they are 
; vain,foglith 8 off:afive.unbecoming Saiars; but we know not where 
them £0 <nd,or what bounds «o ſer to this reformation. Moreover,we fear 
-hrer ;, Heb, that hot contentions miy ariſe among Saints abour chis marrer. 
m4 Amuſe Ta following our light,we ought nor to be of doubtful mind, 
but ia chis, as in other things, whereto we haye attained , we ought 
to walk, waiting for further light in the improvement of the meature 
received, In reforming Religion from Popery and Prelacy, cc. who 
could at firlt ſer , or who caa yer ſer the bourids to that reformation 
fo as to declare in every particular, whereto it will grow, (o 
/ as to ſay, Hitherto ſhall ic proceed,and na farther ? or who could or 
' (x) WVhar cap yet reſolye allthedoubts and queſtions that haye riſea conce;a- 
a Subrwagy ing that macter ?-nor-was that or any ocher reformation that Icould 
"nat comes ' , , , , 
ichour rrayel ye hear of, brought forth without ſomecontention 4x ;) bur if ys 
ag | | uc 


n_ aa a Da Qs. and oo ... 
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ſuch accounts,any perſons whatſceyer,fhould (notwithſtanding their 
being convinced of the need there was of a reforwatiqn) have wich» 
flood the work, or refuſed to enter upon it, they might be juftly 
judged for their oppoſition or aegleR; It being Gods ordiaary way 
when he ſers his people upon a work;ar firſt, to give them a meaſure 
of light, accompanied with zeal and confidence, ſerving for an ca- 
rrance,and after that to come in witly an encreaſe of light for the car- 
rying on the work begua ; thus leading his people as by ſtep and Rep. 
Theſc things are plain, and the application may eafily be made to 
the matter in hand. 

As for the Contention that may ariſe, Is it not the ordinary lot of 
the work of reformation , and eyery part or piece thereof, to paſs 
thorow ſuch fire, that borh it, 8 thoſe that ſtagd for it may be, tried ? 
And ſuch as hate tobe reformed (though they cake Law and Goſpel 
ig their mouth) may be diſcoyered ? But let men take heed to theme , 
ſelves, that they contend not againſt any part of God's work {y,) or (5) pſa.c0.263 
that they be not found Neuters when God calls to fide with bing in 2 Cor.3.18, we 
any part of righteouſneſs, conſidering the word of our bleſſed , can dd norching 
He that ts not with me us againſt me, and be that gatbereth not the: 1 

: rutn, bur for” , 
with me ſcattereth abroad, Mac. 1 2.30, As for rerwnoying any other hc cruch : this? 
obfiruftion that may Ne ta the way to hinder this reformatioggl refer becomes Sts. % 
the %odly Reader to a diligent peruſal of the Grounds laid down, thus to fay & 7 
with the Anſwers given to the ſeveral ObjeRtions before mentioned,. *> £44344 $% # 

uz. Here it may be queſtiened by ge, who are or may þe "=o 
ſatisfied tonching the reformation comeRded for iz. whether be- 
ing convinced that Saints ought not toput on ſuch ſuperfiuon 
trimmings 4s are before ſpoken againſt : Shall we ffraightway 
take off ſwcb things if now we bave themon? what good may 
gore a _ others,by ſo doing ? 
_ Anſw. Can you, being convinced in the thing, keep them on witch 

Firft, Thar in continuing them on, by example (which is a thing 
many look at in ſuck matters) you uphold the evil, and promote it 
in others, who are encouraged by beholding your yain adorning, to 
procure and pur on the like. 

Secondly, You cannot well uſe Tongue or Pen to oppoſe ſuch ſu- 
perfluous oraamencs on others, ſering they remain on your own a 
parel, Will not eyery man be tofay , Pluck ant firff t 
CH goranegel | 64 
| Thirdly, You may oever live to wear out the cloaths y | 
ſo that if you ſhould think then CI youkarederewich 

chem 


= 
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x4 them, ahd got before , you may never liye to have the hofior to do 
God that ſervice to bear your Teſtimony againſt that evil, Remem» 
her the wiſe mans words , Eccleſ'9.10, Whatſorver thine band 
fndeth to do, do it with thy might , for there is no work nor de- 
ice nor wiſdom nor knowledge in the grave whither than goeft, 
Vf therefore you have light leading you co bear your Teſtimony in 
word and praQtiſe againſt ſuch ſuperfluities , Walk 1» the light 
whilſt you bavethe light, Joh.1 2-36. 

Fourthly, Alch6ugh the puring off tuch things ſeems to preſent ng 
preſent outward adyantage to any manyyet inaſmuch as it puts a man 
into the better capacity to help forward a general Reformation a- 
mong Gods people,and ſerirg the great good which may be expeRted 
ro come thereby , will , to the great fatisfaRtion of publick-ſpiriced 
Chriſtians , ſoon countervail the parting wich choſe things , (which 
are no gain ,, buc rather loſs ro them that wear them) therefore ler 
them be parted with, and no longer retained by Saints. 

That ir is expedient there ſhould be ſome Reformation among 
Sagas in their F Bpyare in wipes of ſome extravagancies and vain 

fluiries, , Of all good men acknowledge. As for the way 


- 


thac is preſented to the Sgiors inthis diſcourſe, I deny not but ir may 
be liable to ex ceprions in ſome caſes , and ſ@arc many or moſt ge- 
- neral Rules in the Scriptures of (z.) Truch. If chey who are friends 
at great eo ehis work, diſlike this cſſay.or rough draughe,ler them brisg forth 
= ir poliſhed Eadeavors on this SubjeR. 1o the mean time , this | 


no man- 


- Ber of work on to all that fear the Lord, who upon the reading hereof ſhall re» 
© the Sabbarh, n.difſatisfied in this macter : Take beed that ye ſpeak not evil of 
28d admit of the things ye khow not, or have not confideredy bur ſerioufly weigh, 
ED: cafes, as #5 iD the Hght of God, and in his boly fear, the things laid down in 
appears, Mar, (his diſcourſe , not forgetting or negleAing to ſeck the Lord hereio, 
22, the begin- remembring the words of the wiſe man, Prov, 2 8, 5.They that ſeek, 
ning of the cb. the Lord wader ſtand all things. 1 ſhall ſhut up all with che words 
2 Pet.l:2. f Gamalielto the Jews: If this connſel or work be of men,it wil 
48.5 come to nonght,; but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, left 
; happily ye be fannd to fight againſt God. 
Queres for the people called Quakers. ; 
===> Hether arc you willing,thart your perſwafion or opinion touch» 
NN ing Jeſus Chriſt his bei Sdn in he Seneuns, the 
AVE railing of our dead bodies after natural death, the trial of 
ESFZS) Spirits and Do&rines according to the. Scriptures, ſhauld be 
Whether rp - «peck of yn ahh admix of a doyble 
© y6u not x | 
confiratiion ) akily a your perſmaſions in many rhings —_ 


: I Conte : 
Queres for the people called Quakeys, 
of ſome honeſt people,who rake you ro hold the fame truth with Belieyers in 

eneral,concerning Chriſt,the Scriprures, & the ReſurreRion of the dead ? 
$ you not endeayour to make them believe ,* you hold otherwiſe in ſome 
things then you do ? And is not this diſſimulation at rhe beſt ? or lying afrer 
the manner of Azaxias and Sapphira, Ac.5.8., 

3. Whether ye your ſelves(even all of you)be not men and women of finful 
@ilings,and unperic&ions,as are thoſe godly people you cry down?Doth nor 
the Light within hew you this ? If nor , tell us who are the rſons among 


you withour their failings or imperfetions ? And how came they ſo tro be? 1 Job.1.8, 


4.Do you in paſſing your judgement of rhe Congregations of Belieyers,as 
well look after thole things which are commendable, as thoſe things which 
are condemnable in rheir praiſes > Do you nor over-look the example of 
Chriſt in this,whe in his mef{age to the Church of Epheſuwrites in praiſe of 
the good things in them, Rev. 2.3. and parricularly,that they hated the Do» 
Arine of che * Nicolaitans, though withal he reproves them for leaving their » tre nel 
firſt love? And Sardis-Church being reproved,Jome few names are excepted. , | 
Do nor you onthe contrary cry them down in general, without any mercy? , , 
5.Wherher your declaring againſt inftrumental ceachi about | {or bati 
divers of you, informing and infruing your ſelves and 
to hear you 3 doth nor diſcoyer a groſs contradiftian berween your profeſt 
principles and practiſe , and pray ſhew that you would have them hear 
none bur you ? And whether this be right,ro ſer thee againſt inſtrumental 
reaching , to bring rhem to hear your declaring , as ſome of you call your 
ſpeaking, alcering onely the name, 
6, Wherher inſtrumental reaching be unſuirable to the new Covenanc ? If 
. ſo , Why did Chriſt being aſcended , appoint Paſtors and Teachers inthe 
Church, to continue until we al come iaro the unity of the Faith, &c. thus 
ordaining Miniſters for the work,whtle work remains for rhe Miniſtety? Did 
Chriſt burthen his Saints with needleſs appointments ? 
7.Wherher the Scriptures you bring to oppoſe Goſpel-Ordinances,do not 
ſerve only ro make void Circumciſion with other Orlicances of Moſes Law; 
and to witneſs againſt walking afrer the rradirion of men, with che carnal 
formal pratiſe,or idolizing of rruc Goſpel-OrdinancesAll you ſay making 
not at all againſt a ſpiritual praQtiſc of Chureh-Ordinances, as breaking 
bread, and cxhorting one another,&c.wherein the Saints bave the toorfteps 


yer going 


of the Hock inthe prunitive rimes paw them, & the appointment of 
Chriſt for the continuance of theſe till hi coming,which muſt be underſtood 


of his perſonal coming the ſecond time , he being come in che Spizit with 
great glory,when he gave choſe commands,1iCs-1.25,326Rev.2.35Heb.io. $. 
8. Whether is it nor berter to wait on God mn his good old ways recorded 

In his word,cxpeRing his work to be gradually carried on as the growth of a 
| building, or of a plant or child, fo running with patience the ſpiritual race - 
Fl ſer before us? or, as the mariner of ſome is, to forſake the prigciples of Fairh 
(whereof the Saints have bhad'ſo pier experience) in hope to ſtart up fud- 
denly from a low ftarure into perteQion,by imbracing a new doArine > 

9. Wherher Jeſus Chriſt hath nor prayed for thoſe who believe through rhe 
word of the Apoſtles, according ro oh.1 7.20 ? And if ſo, Wherher they are 
not in a good and lafe way, who believe accordivgly ? and wherher is be nox 
bereer co credir their teſtimony ſo tully confirmed by the Lord, and acknow- Heb:2.3. 
= dr Sainrs for many generations , then to forgo that, to imbrace 
and che ſayings of ſome of your company ? 

L0,Whar is that faith which theS piric ſpeaks cxpreBy, Sowe ſhall depanr Faw 


77 ; 


ts,who are free vil deftri 75 
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* - Qaaresfor the people called Quakers, 
in the later days, giving beed ts ſeduting fpirits and dofirines of devils? \Tim.i, 
15, Whether thar dofrine which in ſur is no more but Look to the Light 
within, with a curſe upon diſobedience, & a blefling __ obedience there- 
unto z be that glorious Gofpel preached by Chriſt and his Apoſtles,bolding 
forth good news to all people > Or whether it be noxa reviving of the old 
dorine of Juſtikcation by work&whereinkthe myſtery of iniquity worketh, 
to darken the Grace of God,in juſtifying the ungodly without works freely, 
and ro make yoide the ſufferings of Chriſt ? Rom. 3-24. and c<.4.5. Gal.3.x, 
12. Whether the Light that is in every man, doth reveal Jeius Chriſt as 
* *  eruciked for fiv, and riſen again? If ſo, How came it co pals that fo many 
33-1. AR. ftrift men among the Philoſophers, and Pau! bimiclf walking according to 
ES, 1T:m.1.' his conſcience before coverſion, were ignorant of him ? 

g 13. Wherher you have not among you many who preſume to be Maſters,or 
maſterly Teachers, contrary to that word of Chriſt, Mat,a3.10. in the truc 
intent of it > Do they nor uſurp authority over the judgement & conſcience 
of their followers,requiring rhem to believe and obey what they ſay,withour 


- Diſciples ? and are notebe Bereans commegded for ſearching the Scriprures 
xy daily,wherber rhe thi 


hir by the Apoſtle were ſo? Mat.13.18,19,36,37- 
Wherher ir be nothigh prefumprion,and ſpiritual prideyfor ſome among 


14- 

you ro break Chriſts commands , and tcach men ſo?agd to judge (as many 

ſecrers of mens bearts? & raſhly without knowledge of wens conver- 

; affirm char ay nx, nay ye td rg cx God witneſs 
sI not bur it doth with diyers of them you fo 


with their Spirirs ( a 
peg ther ey have the Spiric of God, arid the work of regeneration wit- 


thereunco , may they not by your bold judgement to the contrary, 

know bow t6 judge of you ? | 
15.Wherher do you nor eſteem the ſayings of ſome among op of equal au- 
ly or more to be 


thority with the ſayings of God in Scripture ? and 2s 

beliXved & wibour ny inquiry, whether they agree with Scripture 
or no? even ay y i& che wratep wor ? Is it not an 
' uſual rhing with many of you, to travel up & down,to and fro,far and necr, 
co your relations, in obedience ro 


T 

b- rphnme, Wo hr pion es (wp 

- ſuch voyces or yings ox by Scripture,bur contrary thereunto ? 

: yerin i this kinde, wherein ſome of you ſeem to glory,the Pa- 

| ihe hpethres cen yon,cndy.they ionmare odefdthento fo naked 

And who harb required theſe rhings of ; = hy 

5, "Whether $&8# that old deceiver (who ofien changes bis ſhapes, being 

F in many of his old devices) may not now be expeRed to come in 
zs an Angel of being diſcovered in his old Antichriftian 


b, - 


gh ? &c are nor thoſe in the way to be eaſily, 


whe fair covering, and ourfide carriage of perſons, a5 ro ambrace their 
, wirhour a ſerious #1 il ofchem ? whetras 

CEO ay Me big rh loin renee Kone, :Joh.to. 

Bad Solowes ſaith, The Simple 

babe trad an.) o14-L5. 
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axking rheir KF OY ce examining their ſayings by the Scriptures:Did not | 
Chriſt expound his ſayings as occahon was oftcered,and need required,to his | 


Quaeres for the people called Quakers, 


in the later days, giving beed to ſeduting ſpirits and doflrines of devils? (Tim,.i, 
11, Whether that dofrine which in ſur is no more but Look to the Light 
within, with a curſe upon diſobedience, & a blefling upon obedience there. 
unto 3 be that glorious Goſpel preached by Chriſt and his Apoſtles,holding 
forth good news to all people > Or whether it be not a reviving of the old 
do&rine of Juſtification by works,whereinithe myſtery of iniquity worketh, 
to darken the Grace of God,in juſtifying the ungodly without works freely, 
and to make voide the ſufferings of Chriſt * Zox. 3-24. and c<h.4.5. Gal.3.x. 
12. Whether the Light that is in every man, doth reveal Jcius Chriſt as 
| crucifed for hn, and riſen again? It ſo, How came it to pals that {o many 
SF.,23.1. A. ri men among the Philoſophers, and Paul himlclf walking according to 
6.9. 1T7:7.1. his conſcience betore coverſion, were ignorant of him ? 
3+ 13. Wherher you have not among, you many who preſume to be Maſters,or 
maſterly Teachers, contrary to that word of Chriſt, Mat.23.10. in the truc 
intent of ir * Do they nor ulurp authority over the judgement & conſcience 
of their followers,requiring them to believe and obey what they ſay,withour 
asking their meaning,and examining their ſayings by the Scriptures:Did not 
Chriſt xpound his {ayings as occahon was oftcred,and need required,to his 
Diſciples ? and are notthe Bereans commepded for ſearching the Scriptures 
daily,wherber the things ſpoken by the Apoſtle were ſo? Mat.13.18,19,36,37- 
14. Whether ir be nothigh prefumption,and ſpiritual pridegfor ſome among 
you to break Chriſts commands, and reach men ſo?ard to judge (as many 
do)the ſecrers of mens bearrts? & raſhly without knowledge of mens conver- 
ſationsgto affirm that they have not the Spirit ? If the Spirit of God witneſs 
with their Spirits ( as I doubt not bur it doth with divers of them you ſo 
judge) thar they have the Spirit of God, arid the work of regeneration wit- 
ne thereunto , may they not by your bold judgement to the contrary, 
know bow to judge of you ? | 
15. Wherher do you nor eſteem the ſayings of ſome among you of equal au- 
thority with the ſayings of God in Scripture ? and as readily or more to be 
believed & obeyed withour any inquiry, wherher they agree with Scripture 
or no? evenalchough they plainly contradi& the writen word ? Is it not an 
uſual rhing with many of you, ro travel up & down,to and fro,far and ncer, 
to the wearying of your fleſh, and negleRing your relations, in obedience ro 
. ſuch.voyces or ſayings not warranted by Scripture,but contrary thereunto ? 
yer in many things of this kinde, wherein ſome of you ſeem to glory,the Pa- 
piſts themſelves our-ſtrip you,only, they are more modcſt then to go naked? 
And who hath required theſe things of PEE you ? 

16, Whether Saton thar old deceiver (who often changes his ſhapes, being 
diſcovered in many of his old devices) may not now be expeed to come in 
his beſt dreſs,as an Angel of lighti& being diſcovered in his old Antichriftian 

forms, and in rude ranting,now to come with power, & ſeeming purity,ſhew- 
ing figns and wanders to ſeduce trom the plain fimplicity of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt,according to theſe deſcriptions of his working, 2Theſ.2.8,9. Mar.13. 
2.2C0r.11.3514. And if ſo,ought nor all men to take heed how they believe 
ſpirit or powerful moticn to be of God ? as alſo, how they hear, and 
low every Prophet that comes in ſheeps cloathing, and pretends to come 
ith Jight ? & are not thoſe in the way to be cakily ſeduced,who are ſo raken 
with the fair covering, and ourfide carriage of perſons, as ro imbrace their 
principles , withour a ferious ſpiritual Scriptureerrial of them ? wheteas we 
are commanded, If any man bring not this doftrine, receive himnat, zJoh.1o. 
And Solomon ſaith, The ſimple believeth every word, but the prudent man looks 
well to bis goings, Prov.14.15. FINIS, 


